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Come celebrate
your sobriety!
There’s something special
about our Fellowship. We
celebrate sobriety whenever
we can, because, of course,
it’s an amazing gift.
One of the biggest area
celebrations is the Dayton
Area A.A. Intergroup
Spring Banquet. It’s an
opportunity to greet friends
we may see only a few times
a year; a time to dress up,
feel good and enjoy a lovely
dinner and inspiring lead.
I remember the first such
event I attended. I was so
new to the program that I
was still in the stage where I
was afraid I’d see someone I
knew. Now I love to be able
to walk around the hall and
see someone I know at
every table!
This year’s Spring Banquet
is June 6 at the Ponitz
Center, Sinclair Community
College’s Building 12.
Doors open at 6, dinner at 7
and lead at 8. Tickets are
still $20. They’re available
from Central Office, 2222211, or from Intergroup
Representatives.
If you haven’t gone to one
of these celebrations, you’re
missing out. Come share the
gratitude and thank God for
A.A.
—Ann P.

Intergroup meets at 8 p.m., the second Thursday of the month,
at St. John Lutheran Church, 141 S. Ludlow St., downtown Dayton.
The next meeting is May 14.
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'Big Book' celebrates 70 years
Printed in 58 languages, it has been credited with saving millions of lives
Excerpted from the April 19, 2009, Akron Beacon Journal
Gail L.'s hands rest on the old red book on a table in front
of her. The book, she tells you, saved her life and gave her
''a life worth saving.''
It is ''God's story of his love for the alcoholic,'' she says.
Seven decades ago, Alcoholics Anonymous, also called the
Big Book, was published.
For 70 years it has helped millions of people worldwide
support each other while protecting their identity — thus
the avoidance of last names.
Sometime this year, it is expected that the 30 millionth
copy will be sold.
And as Gail, archivist at the Akron Alcoholics Anonymous office, sits over a first edition of the book known and
cherished by recovering people since its publication in April
1939, she talks of the power of its words. ''It is a design for living that really works,'' said Gail,
60, sober 31 years and archivist in Akron since 1983.
Alcoholics Anonymous was founded in Akron on June 10, 1935. Next year will be the
organization's 75th anniversary.
Every year in June, Akron hosts Founders Day and more than 12,000 people from
Continued on Page 6.

The Hand of A.A.: A Report from the Area 56 Mini-conference
I am responsible...
When anyone, anywhere reaches out for help
I want the hand of A.A. Always to be there.
And for that: I am responsible.
When Bill W. created the General Service structure in 1955, his goal was to keep Alcoholics
Anonymous self-governing for the good of the fellowship as a whole. This structure links
individuals, through their home groups, to the annual General Service Conference, held every
April in New York City. The business of AA is conducted at this Conference, and each year,
delegates from Areas across the country meet to consider the ways in which AA can best carry
out its primary purpose of carrying the message to the alcoholic who still suffers.
I have the privilege of serving as General Service Representative (GSR) for the Women's
Weekend Wind-down group of the Franklin-Springboro Club. As such, one of my jobs is to
represent the group conscience at both District and Area functions, such as the Area 56 MiniConference, held March 27-29 at the Holiday Inn South in Dayton. The purpose of the Miniconference is to poll the group conscience of groups throughout Area 56 (Southwest Ohio) on
matters that are on the agenda for discussion at the upcoming annual conference. Our area
delegate – this year, Suzanne W. – takes this information with her to New York, where she, in
turn, will pass them on, voting her own conscience as necessary.
Continued on Page 3.
Unity Mailing Address:
Central Office:
P.O. Box MO 2223
120 W. 2nd St.
Dayton, OH 45401-2223
Liberty Tower, Suite 211
daytonunity@sbcglobal.net
Dayton, OH 45402
Dayton.
The purpose of the Mini-conference is to poll the
group conscience of groups
http://www.aadaytononline.org
(937) 222-2211

throughout Area 56 (Southwest Ohio) on matters that are on the agenda for
discussion at the upcoming annual conference. Our area delegate – this year, Suzanne W.
– takes this information with her to New York, where she, in turn, will pass them on, voting her
own conscience as necessary.
An enormous amount of organization goes into planning and preparing the Mini-Conference.
Before the Mini-conference, Suzanne gave local GSRs a list of some of the agenda items will be
considered at this year's conference and recommended that we pick out one or two to discuss

Archives chair has plans,
welcomes help and ideas

Statement of purpose
A Declaration of Unity is the
monthly newsletter of the
Dayton, Ohio, Area A.A.
Intergroup. Opinions
contained in articles are
strictly those of the authors.
Announcements are
informational only. Publication
of opinions, articles and
announcements does not
represent expressed or
implied endorsement or
approval by Alcoholics
Anonymous at any level.
Material identified as from
A.A. Conference-approved
literature or the Grapevine is
reprinted with permission. The
editors try to validate all
contributions and cite sources
when known.

Subscription information
A subscription form is
posted on our website:
www.daytonaaonline.org or
contact circulation manager
Bill L. at (937) 732-4403 to
subscribe.

Article submissions
Deadline for submission of
articles, announcements, etc.
is the 15th of the month prior
to publication. Articles cannot
be returned unless
accompanied by a stamped,
self-addressed envelope. We
reserve the right to edit
submissions for clarity, proper
language, length, and
contents that violate A.A.
Traditions.
Please mail material to:
Unity, P.O. Box MO2223,
Dayton, OH 45401-2223

E-mail guidelines
• E-mail articles and
announcements to:
daytonunity@sbcglobal.net
• Please send attachments
using plain text or Word
(items will be edited to fit
the newsletter format and
might not appear as you
send them).
• Confirmations will be sent
only if requested.
• Submissions to the Unity
Post Office Box (bottom of
page 1) are also welcome.
• Questions? Call Ann P. at
(937) 415-1606.

“Pig & Fixins” at 4:30 p.m. — all you can eat $10
Door prizes and 50/50 raffle
Open lead meeting at 7 p.m.
Poker run registration starts at 11 a.m. — $5
First bike out at noon — last bike out at 1 p.m.
425 Hunter Ave., Dayton, OH
For more info call (937) 222-0578
H-D clock raffle tickets available — $1 ea.
NO DRUGS OR ALCOHOL

28th Annual

Doc John’s
Memorial Day
Picnic
Monday, May 25
at Indian Riffle Park
Grills are ready to cook on at noon, Al-Anon and A.A.
leads start at 3 p.m.
Bring the family, something to cook and share and lots
of friends.
In 2008, 96 people attended. This year we’re adding a
Sobriety Countdown.
Indian Riffle Park is off Stroop Road, close to the
Kettering Recreation Center. Come to the Shelter
closest to the playground. Rain or Shine.
Questions: 294-3117 or email daleeman@yahoo.com
for a PDF of the flyer.

Get ready
to play ball!
The Dayton Recovery Softball
League starts May 18.
For more information, contact
Scott M.: (937) 415-5707 or
scottmoran@woh.rr.com

I would like to thank the members of
Intergroup for the opportunity to serve as
chairman of the Archives Committee for the
next two years.
I believe that the history of A.A. in the
Dayton area is very important now as well
as in the future.
It has been said, “If you don’t remember
where you come from, probably you don’t
know where you are headed.” In A.A. we
know this to be very true.
I understand that it will be the job of the
Archives Committee to collect and preserve
information of our past as well as what is
going on now to make this information
available to members of the A.A.
community.
I have a couple of ideas that are in the
planning phase. I will present them to
Intergroup in the near future.
If any member has ideas or information
about Dayton Area A.A. history, I would
like to hear from you.
This can be old pictures, documents, tapes
or stories about how your group started —
anything that you believe important that
you’d like to share with me.
My phone number is (937) 339-1966 or email jtburton@who.rr.com.
Thanks again for allowing me to be of
service.
— John B.

Crossroads Club
5235 N. Main St., Dayton

May Events

• May 2, Saturday, 8 p.m. following the ODAAT North
meeting, Crossroads first dance of the season. $2
members, $3 non-members, food available.
• May 9, Saturday, 11 a.m. regular 2nd Saturday of the
month board meeting, all members in good standing
welcome.
• May 23, Saturday, 1 p.m. Area Wide Picnic Planning
Committee Meeting.

Alco-Aides Club
2206 E. Third St., Dayton

May Events

May 9 — Fish fry, Monte Carlo and Dance. Call the
club for details: 254-0067.
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The Hand of A.A.

Having a Home Group
I am glad that Vandalia Thursday Morning
Discussion Group is my home group. It has been my
home group since June of 1984. Like most longtime
members of a home group, I humbly submit it is the
best group in the Dayton area. I think it is important
that you do have a special feeling about your home
group.
It was about 25 years ago that an older woman, Eve
H., moved to this area from around Defiance, way up
in Northwest Ohio. She was one of the first people I
heard talk over and over about the importance of
home groups and having some regular meetings that
you attend.
She suggested (isn’t that the way we talk in A.A.)
that you needed a place where most of the people
knew you and you knew them. It wasn’t a way of
spying on anyone, but rather a way of caring about
others. You needed to have a place where if you were
gone for a while someone cared and asked what
happened. I don’t always subscribe to the idea that
home group members always know when you’re
having problems, but I do know it is a place where I
can share with someone else besides my sponsor.
Over the years I’ve seen Alex S. create an “Antique
Section” for older members at the Vandalia meeting.
Since Alex and I now belong in that category, it seems
that sign has mysteriously disappeared.
You stay long enough at a meeting and you get to
see the “home church” decide to remodel the room. It
was great to see people like Lou O’R. and Earl M. put
time in helping St. John’s Lutheran Church.
Thanksgiving has always fallen on the meeting day
for my home group and suddenly our membership
goes from thirty or forty to around one hundred or
more people.
It has become a meaningful part of my
Thanksgiving celebration to see many of my A.A.
friends show up on that day. I’m glad to say that the
home group is another of the important pieces in my
puzzle called sobriety.
I could not do without God, the Twelve Steps, a
sponsor, the meetings, working with others, and yes,
a home group.
— Al A., Troy

Continued from Page 1.
An enormous amount of organization goes into planning and preparing
the Mini-Conference. Before the Mini-conference, Suzanne gave local GSRs
a list of some of the agenda items, which will be considered at this year's
conference and recommended that we pick out one or two to discuss with
our groups. I have a particular interest in AA literature, because I believe
that it is a vitally important way to carry the message to people who are
early in sobriety. One agenda item this year is “Consider request that the
pamphlet 'Questions and Answers on Sponsorship' be reviewed toward
eliminating or revising outmoded ethnic, cultural and vocational
references.” Our group reviewed the pamphlet and had a short discussion
about it, then voted that we agreed that it should be reviewed in this way.
Because Mini-conferences are miniature versions of the annual
Conference, they have the same structure. Everyone who comes is assigned
to one of the committees to work through some of the items on the agenda
for the year. Some of the committees include: Literature, Corrections,
Finance, Public Information and Grapevine. I traded assignments with a
friend specifically so I could take our group conscience to the Literature
Committee.
The committee met for a little over two hours on Saturday morning to
discuss our agenda items. In some cases, the point of the discussion was to
vote to make a recommendation to the Mini-conference as a whole, which
would in turn vote its entire conscience based on the Committee
recommendation. It sounds a bit complicated, but it is actually quite
orderly. For example, on the question about the sponsorship pamphlet, the
Literature Committee discussed whether or not a review was warranted.
We voted 6-1 that it does, so the item was brought to the entire Conference,
which then also voted in favor of the motion. Our delegate knows from this
that the general sense of the Area is that the pamphlet should be looked at
and she will have a chance to vote on this at the Annual Conference. There
will be similar discussion there, and it is possible that somebody will have
some good reason why this should not be done right now. If this objection
is persuasive enough, then it is possible that the Conference could vote the
recommendation down. Either way, Conference procedures allow the
conscience of the entire fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous to
filter down to the decision-making body which then has a concrete effect
on the literature produced for all of us.
The Literature Committee discussed and considered other agenda items,
some of which included the need for a Special Needs recovery pamphlet;
the need for Conference-approved literature focusing on the topics of
spirituality, and agnostics or atheists/non-believers in AA; and the need to
develop a video explaining the position of GSR. It was a lively and
fascinating discussion, run by Bob W., Area 56 Chair of the Literature
Committee. The members of the Committee, from Area 56 unless otherwise
noted, were Claudia I., Dan F. (Delegate, Area 54, NE Ohio), Dave L.,
Diana K., Jay M.(Archivist, Area 54), John Z.(Delegate, Area 55, NW
Ohio/SE Michigan), Rick S. (Past Delegate), Sandy A., and Tom F.
The committee meeting, and the Mini-Conference as a whole, was a
wonderful example of the way AA members put spiritual principles into
action for the good of the fellowship as well as the alcoholic who has not
yet reached our doors. While it can seem like there is a lot of jargon
involved with general service, the simplest way to look at it is that each
group has the right to determine its own conscience on matters affecting
Alcoholics Anonymous. Through active participation of groups and
individuals in the general service structure, the conscience of the entire
fellowship emerges, which serves AA as a whole and protects its
Traditions. This means that Alcoholics Anonymous can stay strong and
continue to carry the message for generations to come. Tiny drops of water
turn into an ocean of strong love and commitment!
— Laura G.
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Technology makes gossip
and criticism easier now,
but it hurts just as much

BIG BOOK QUIZ
By Twila W.
Answers on Page 5
1. This may seem ____ but it is usually the best course.
2. Then he will know ____ such as few do.
3. Every few days this doctor suggests our____ to one of
his patients.
4. Next day found me drinking both gin and ___.
5. But even in this type of beginning we are obliged to
admit that our justification for a ____ was insanely
insufficient in the light of what always happened.
6. In fact, I have been trying to produce some such
emotional ___ within you.
7. But I cannot accept as surely true the many articles of
___, which are so plain to him.
8. The feeling of having shared in a common ____ is one
element in the powerful cement, which binds us.
9. They took a drink a day or so prior to the date, and
then the ____ of ____ at once became paramount to all
other interests so that the important appointment was
not met.
10. It also indicated that ____ work, one alcoholic with
another, was vital to permanent recovery.

More about the origins of tokens
I wanted to send you some information about the article
(in February’s Unity) about the origin of tokens. In fact, if I
recall correctly, the man mentioned in the article about
going to Carolina is also the man who attended meetings in
Indianapolis (Carmel) and took the idea back in 1946.
— Kris C.
Here’s the website: http://hindsfoot.org/nindy3.html
And here is the article:

It was Indiana that invented A.A. anniversary chips
There was a tradition in Indianapolis that they were the A.A.
people who first started giving chips or tokens to A.A.
members on anniversaries in 1942, and that Doherty S. was
the one who came up with the idea. Their understanding was
that once they started doing it in Indy, A.A. groups in other
parts of the country heard about the practice, decided they
would start doing it too, and the custom began spreading
everywhere.
Indianapolis A.A. archivist Neil S. (Fishers, IN) says that
someone from the Indianapolis group contacted New York
later on and asked if this was true, and the New York office
replied that to the best of their knowledge the A.A. group in
Indy had in fact been the first group in the country to hand out
chips or tokens on A.A. anniversaries. So it looks like this is an
Indiana "first" that we can justifiably claim.
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I recently found myself the victim
of gossip and criticism. The
experience did yield much
knowledge about what not
to do in sobriety.
I am a little different, I guess,
when it comes to what I expect
inside the rooms. Based on the
information in the Big Book,
we are to live our lives with
forgiveness, tolerance and good
will towards all.
In that spirit, I learned a longtime ago that
the rooms are full of liars, thieves, adulterers and every
other form of “perverse soul sick” person you can imagine.
Besides, the human moral spirit is weak at best.
So given a chance to accept such a person, no matter what
the length of sobriety, I am responsible!
In today’s technical environment, it’s easy to gossip or
violate anonymity by text, phone and e-mail. To a crowd of
alcoholics who are “emotionally insecure, childish and
grandiose” that can be destructive to all involved.
My life is simple these days, but it still has purpose, truth
and is an open book. I carry love and tolerance with
forgiveness for every person in my life. I must. It’s in the
Book.
I chose not to fight. I never have been one to care about
ones private life. I think that is why they call it private. I do
care about a warm handshake, coffee, a smile and a hug.
In Bill W.’s letter, “The Last Frontier – Emotional
Sobriety,” he spoke well to this issue. How many inside
A.A. still clung to the rigid antisocial belief that people are
to be either black or white on behavior. He went on to speak
clearly later when he aided in the release of the “Traditions
Checklist” in 1969.
I truly believe that had today’s technical advances been in
place, Bill’s words would have only changed to incorporate
the method. It does not take any courage or wisdom to
stand anonymously behind a keyboard and speak harm to
another. Speaking harm to anyone in A.A. or otherwise,
how quick we forget from which we came from!
GSO is currently looking hard at altering the Tradition of
Anonymity at the level of Press, Radio and Film. If you have
experience related to this topic, please send it to them.
Temptation, especially to a group of souls attempting to
learn, is a dangerous position.
If I choose to ignore a gossip or delete instead of
forwarding an e-mail and then claim, “I don’t get involved,”
I, too, have committed a sin of omission.
Find a copy of the “Traditions Checklist,” post it, then live
it.
— Anonymous

SOBER AREA EVENTS
MAY

I just got a new sponsor!
He’ll keep me sober for sure!

9 — Alco Aides Club, 2206 E. Third St., Fish Fry, Monte Carlo and
Dance, more details to follow. Look for flyers.
9 — Crossroads Club, 5235 N. Main St., regular second Saturday
of the month membership meeting 11 a.m.
14 — Dayton Area Intergroup 8 p.m., 2nd Thursday of the month, at
St. John Lutheran Church, 141 S. Ludlow St., downtown Dayton.
16 — Outcasts MC Hog Roast and Poker Run. Info on Page 3.
16 — Area 56 Committee Meeting and Assembly, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. at St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, 470 S. Gebhart
Church Road, Miamisburg.
16 — Southside Club, 3040 Valleywood Drive, Kettering, (behind
Bob Evans) 3rd Saturday of the Month Euchre Tournament.
Beginner’s Table 9:30 p.m., Eight-Round Tournament 9:45. Cost
$2.50 includes cards, coffee, snacks and prizes.
25 — Area Wide Picnic Planning Committee Meeting at
Crossroads Club, 5235 N. Main St., 1 to 2 p.m. Area Wide Picnic
Planning Committee meeting. Representatives from all clubs invited
to participate. Picnic will be Aug. 1 on Crossroads grounds.

Need a meeting
but can’t get out?
Are you homebound or hospitalized,
healing from surgery, ill and unable to
get out? Mobile Meetings can help! If
you would like a mobile meeting
brought to you or if you know someone
who would, please call Central Office at
(937) 222-2211.

JUNE
Answers to
Big Book Quiz
(1) Page 142
(2) Page 152
(3) Page 162
(4) Page 7
(5) Page 37
(6) Page 27
(7) Page 47
(8) Page 17
(9) Page xxvii
(10) Page xvii

6 — Intergroup Spring Banquet at Sinclair Community College
Ponitz Center, Building 12. Doors open at 6, dinner at 7, lead at 8.
Tickets $20, available at Central Office, 222-2211, or from Intergroup
representatives at a meeting near you!
12-14 — Founders Day Weekend in Akron. Go to this website for
info: http://www.akronaa.org/foundersday/

Meetings, meetings, meetings
• Monday, 5:30 p.m. A.A. open varying format, Serenity at the Fort, Ft.
McKinley United Methodist Church, Salem and Siebenthaler avenues.
• Wednesday, 7 p.m., A.A. Big Book, A.L.O.H.A. at the Gate, Aldersgate
Methodist Church, 5464 Old Troy Pike, Huber Heights
• Saturday 5:30 p.m. A.A. OD As Bill Sees It, Crossroads Club, 5235 N.
Main St.
• Saturday 12:30 p.m. Al-Anon OD Variety Pack, Crossroads Club, 5235
N. Main St.
• Sunday 7 p.m. A.A. Open Discussion Women’s 12 and 12 meeting at
Mercy Manor, 23/25 Grosvenor Ave., off W. Third St. just west of
James H. McGee Blvd. Lead last Sunday of the month.
• New meeting: Monday 4 p.m. Southside Club Women’s 12 & 12 Step
meeting.
• Reorganized meeting: Thursday 6:30 p.m. James Gang at Stillwater
Church at Miller Lane, formerly Beardshear United Methodist Church.
• Time change: Saturday evening, Shot of Hope II, Church of Christ,
3415 Linden Ave., is changing its time to 9:30 p.m., an hour earlier than
it used to be.

VA Meetings need support!
Sunday 7-8 p.m. Discussion
Tuesday 7-8 p.m. Big Book Study
Friday 7-8 p.m. Step Study
The VA treatment center is in Building 410, on Iowa Street on the
VA campus. Take U.S. 35 West to Liscum Drive, turn right to enter
the VA campus, turn right, follow to stop sign, turn right on Iowa
Street. Parking is across from Building 410.
Sober veterans are especially needed, but meetings are open to all.
For information, call Al K. at 298-1943.

12-Step Study in Newport, Ky., July 11
Area 56 meeting for GSRs May 16
The Area 56 (GSR) Committee Meeting and Assembly
will be Saturday, May 16, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at St.
John's Evangelical Lutheran Church, 470 S. Gephart
Church Road, Miamisburg. April’s issue gave the wrong
date.
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The Oaklawn Big Book Group Too & Sunday Morning Breakfast Meeting
are sponsoring the 9th Annual 12 Step Study with Johnnie H. from Long
Beach, Calif., on Saturday, July 11 at St Paul’s Episcopal Church, 7 Court
Place, Newport, Ky. Doors open 8:30 a.m., workshop 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Recording by Blueprint Tapes. A continental breakfast will be served and
we’re grilling out for lunch. $10 per ticket — Limited number of Tickets. For
more info call Tom N., (513) 225-0119 or Greg W, (859) 750-3287
Johnnie H. will lead July 12, 10:30 a..m., at the Promises Club, 16 W 9th
St., Newport, Ky.

April 9 Intergroup Meeting Minutes
CHAIR: Pat T. ptuffey1@woh.rr.com
VICE-CHAIR: Nick E. Nickeddy1969@yahoo.com
SECRETARY: Kristin T. kristin372@hotmail.com
TREASURER: Shelly R. srobinson@asapi.com
Pat T. welcomed everyone, opened the meeting with
the Serenity Prayer and read the A.A. Preamble. Pam
read the 12 Traditions.
Announcements: The 32nd Dayton Area Intergroup
Spring Banquet is Saturday, June 6 at the Ponitz
Center, Building 12 at Sinclair, 4th and Perry streets.
Tickets are $20 and parking is $2 for the garage (free
on the street). Fellowship begins at 6 p.m., the buffet at
7 and the Lead at 8. Tickets are available at Central
Office or from Intergroup Reps.
• The Area 54 mini-conference April 4-5 went very well.
190 people attended.
• The Area 56 meeting will be May 16 from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. with a new format: Committee meetings will be
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., new GSR orientation from
11:30-12:30, Lunch will be provided (with a suggested
donation) from 12:30-1:30 and the Area Assembly with
GSC Delegates report will be from 1:30-4:00. There
will not be any meetings in April, June or July. As usual
the Area 56 meeting is held at St. John’s Lutheran
Church at 470 S. Gebhart-Church Road, Miamisburg.
• The 53rd Ohio State Convention for Alcoholics
Anonymous is July 10-12. It will be held at The Holiday
Inn in Worthington, OH (7007 N. High St.) Registration
is $20. Flyers are circulating at local meetings and
information will also be also available on our website
www.AAdaytononnline.org and at www.area53aa.org.
• Cincinnati Intergroup will have a Fellowship Prom
April 18t at Purcell Marion High School, 2935
Hackberry in Walnut Hills. Tickets are $8. The Lead is
at 8, and music from 9:30-midnight.
• New meeting: Monday 4 p.m. Southside Club
Women’s 12 & 12 Step meeting.
• Reorganized meeting: Thursday 6:30 p.m. James
Gang at Stillwater Church at Miller Lane, formerly
Beardshear United Methodist Church.
• Time change: Saturday evening, Shot of Hope II,
Church of Christ, 3415 Linden Ave., is changing its
time to 9:30 p.m., an hour earlier than it used to be.
• April birthdays: Dick S. 21, Vanessa 4, Chuck R. 29.
• New Representatives: None.
• Secretary’s Report: Minutes accepted as e-mailed.
Some folks still did not receive them. We are working
on making sure our e-mail list is up to date. Thanks for
your patience!
• Treasurer’s report: Checks cut: None. Deposits:
None. March basket: $40. Bank Balance is 3,693.77.
The CD will mature on 4/22/09. Cash in the box: $50.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
• Central Office: Robert C. reported March sales down
5%, Year to date down 3%. March contributions up
14% and YTD contributions up 18%. Robert also said

he had talked to Gordon about the Quarterly report.
Big Book prices will be going up $2 beginning July 1.
Other books and Grapevine subscription prices will
also be going up. Some members expressed dismay
about this but Pat reminded us that books in other
cities go for much more than we charge here in
Dayton. Also: Central Office is changing its Saturday
hours to 9-12. Robert reminded us that Grapevines,
CD’s and books are available at Central Office and
invited everyone to come and visit at 120 West Second
St., downtown.
• Archives: John B. (339-1996) John wrote an article
for Unity about the archives and may continue to write
one each month. John also visited the Central Office to
check on archived material and reported it is well in
order. We also discussed possibly writing about each
group’s history. He is working on an Archives table for
the Banquet.
• Unity: Ann P. ampettee@sbc global.net. Ann said she
needs articles! The deadline is the 15th of the month for
artiles and 20th for calendar events. The Unity
circulation has increased to 725. Subscription
information is on Page 2 of Unity. Ann also requested
people send her cartoons!
• PI & CP: Beth Elizabeth.hall@lexisnexis.com
reported the church mailings are all addressed and will
be mailed out. She will also be checking with schools
to make sure they have contact information. Brochures
may eventually be available for the schools.
• Corrections: Brad B. bbrumit@woh.rr.com No report.
• Treatment Facilities/Bridging the Gap/12 Step List:
Harvey Q. reported there have been no new requests.
There is a meeting at the Elm Creek Rehabilitation
Center. This committee can use volunteers for Bridging
the Gap. There is one list now for people coming out of
treatment centers. We need to update the 12-Step lis.
• Special Needs: Gabe G. is out of town, no report.
Mobile meetings: Tracie M. No report.
• Special Events: Christopher coachd1@att.net Chris
couldn’t be here but Nick is helping out. Nick said (via
humorous letter) we are linked with Sinclair as the
venue for our banquet until 2011. He thanked Ann and
Diane for making flyers and printing tickets for the
Banquet.
• Web Liaison Committee: Mark mtrivette@wohrr.com
stated that the new Directory is not in yet, but when it
comes in, he will synchronize the information with the
website. He also said there is a link on the website
where you can put flyers, or get flyers to Mark and he
will scan them.
• G.S.R. George B. stated there is no Area 56 meeting
in April; they will now be every other month from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. (Next one is May 16.) There is room for
people to help with GSR, come to the meeting and find
out what keeps our groups going “from New York all
the way down to local.”
• Membership: Steve M. steveemotter@woh.rr.com.
Nothing yet.
• Old Business: John asked a question about what is
the area that Intergroup serves? Pat has a district
outline map. Hugh from Sidney passed away and had
been doing it in that area.
• Next meeting is May 14.
Collections – Lord’s Prayer - Adjourn
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Big Book turns 70
Continued from Page 1
around the world converge to
remember the founding of the A.A.
movement. Founders Day events this
year are June 12-14.
While A.A. does not keep formal
membership lists, the group
estimates there are nearly 2 million
members worldwide who gather in
nearly 115,000 groups, including
about 1.2 million members in the
United States who meet in nearly
54,000 groups.
The first-edition book is kept in a
safe at A.A.'s office at 775 N. Main St.
It was signed June 10, 1948, by A.A.
co-founders Dr. Robert Smith of
Akron and New York stockbroker
Bill Wilson.
An Akron member donated the
book. Also kept in the safe is Dr.
Bob's copy of the manuscript.
The book has been printed in 58
languages, according to a
spokeswoman at the A.A. General
Services offices in New York City.
The book originally sold for $3.50. It
goes for $6 now and will increase to
$8 on July 1.
Gail said that when she started
going to A.A. meetings, she began
reading right away.
''I fell in love with the book,'' she
said.

Dayton Area A.A. Central Office
120 W. 2nd St.
Liberty Tower, Suite 211
Dayton, OH 45402
(937) 222-2211
Hours: M-F: 9-4 and Sat.: 9-1
Books, CDs, Tapes, Tokens, Gifts
Books • Tapes • CDs • Tokens • Gifts

Did you know that Area 56 AND Dayton Area
A.A. Intergroup both have official websites?
Both have events calendars, meeting
schedules and other A.A. info. Check them out
at www.aaarea56.org and
www.aadaytononline.org

Central Office March Report
TELEPHONE ACTIVITY
A.A. Related Calls ........................................... 450
Twelve Step Calls ..............................................15
Alanon/Alateen Calls..........................................24
Narcotics Anonymous........................................11
Adult Children Of Alcoholics................................2
Miscellaneous.......................................................5
Total Calls ........................................................ 507
FINANCIAL SUMMARY
BEGINNING BALANCE....................... $9,435.63
INCOME
Group Contributions............................. $3,274.94
Literature Sales .................................... $5,023.58
Bank Interest....................................................$.00
TOTAL.................................................. $17,734.15
EXPENSES
Rent and Utilities .......................................$342.92
Message Center-Answering Service .......$420.00
Parking .......................................................$170.00
Wages .................................................... $1,942.04
Office Supplies and Expenses .......................$.00
Literature Purchases............................. $3,745.53
Telephone incl. Bridging The Gap ...........$150.74
Contribution-Dayton Area Intergroup ..........$0.00
Contribution-General Service-A.A.WS ........$0.00
Contribution-SW Ohio Area 56 ....................$0.00
Postage-Freight...........................................$42.00
Accounting Service ...................................$150.00
Taxes-WH-State-Local-Sales Tax ...........$750.00
Reserve For Printing Publication ......... $1,500.00
Conference Expense ....................................$0.00
BWC Premium.................................................$.00
TOTAL.................................................... $8,764.94
MONTH END BALANCE ..................... $8,969.21

Dayton Area A.A. Central Office
120 W. 2nd St.
Liberty Tower, Suite 211
Dayton, OH 45402
(937) 222-2211
Hours: M-F: 9-4 and Sat.: 9-1
Books • Tapes • CDs • Tokens • Gifts

Group Contributions
ALCO AIDES
Monument Groups
Happy Hour
CROSSROADS
Attitude Adjustment
Before Saturday Night
Big Book Study Sunday
Dealing With Feelings
Dealing With Sobriety
Emotional Sobriety
Fast Group
Forest Park
Hump Group Wed. 5:30
It's In The Book
Keep It Simple
Living Sober
N.F.L.
Never On Sunday
Noon Ego Busters
ODAAT-North
Primary Purpose
S.M.A.R.T.
Sat. Before Sat. Night
Spiritual Maintenance
Thurs. Serenity
Victory Step
Men and Women Group
Wed. Night Men
Wed. Night Women
Women To Women Saturday
X Roads Group
NORTHSIDE FELLOWSHIP
A Message Of Recovery
Back To Basics
Bill W. Big Book Disc.
Celebrating Sobriety
Chairman’s Choice Monday
Discovery Group
Keep It Simple
Men's Tuesday
Open Discussion Saturday
Page Manor
Resolving Resentments
Steps Tuesday
Sunlight Of The Spirit
A Message Of Recovery
Take The Steps-Elevator’s Broke
You Have A Choice
Sisters In Sobriety

MAR
$150.00
$57.00

YTD
$450.00
$57.00

$60.00
$26.00

$26.00

$45.00

$60.00
$45.00
$120.00

$47.25
$159.60

$500.00

$30.00

$109.84
$90.00

$60.00

$60.00
$120.00

Recovery can be a real balancing act
I have come to the realization that this is truly a day-at-a-time program. My life had
gotten so busy that I just kept forgetting to read my morning mediation. I never stop
praying, but in my prayers I wasn't asking God to keep me sober for today. I was just
going through my day on my own power.
Last week I kept hearing a voice asking me if I wanted a drink. I was like, “Hell No!”
Then I was driving around and I felt the burn go down my throat as if I had just taken
a shot — it felt so real it scared me. I pulled my car over and prayed to my Higher
Power to keep me sober right then and there, just for that moment.
I had been studying, getting a paper written for school and not taking any “me”
time. Every day I need to take care of myself. I'm taking the time to do that today. My
inner self is so much more at peace, and my family doesn’t have to walk on egg shells.
When I have a balance, life is good
— Joni C.
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SOUTHSIDE
3 M Men's Discussion
541 Group
A Way Of Life
Acceptance Group
Beyond Group Wed AM
Beyond Human Aid Group
Beyond Sobriety
Big Book Friday
Bring Y’r Own Brown Bag
Came To Believe
Chairman’s Choice Thurs.
Forward Step
Happy Hour
Just Say Noon
Letting Go Monday Noon
Newcomers
Nothing Else Worked Step
Over The Hump Step
Relationships & Sobriety
Saturday Step
Self Worth
Serenity Sunday Morning
Sharing She's
Shot Of Hope
Singles Group
Southside Lead
Sunday Afternoon Step
Sundowners Group
Thanks For Not Smoking
Wednesday Noon Step
Women's Sober
Connection
Young Peoples Sunday
SPRINGBORO/FRANKLIN
Living in the Solution
Beginners
12 Steppers
Noon
Springboro/Franklin Club
WEST DAYTON CLUB
A Way Of Life
Big Book Disc Sunday
Big I Group
Bridgebuilders
Dayton Friendship
Gimme A Break
Let's Stick Together
Men's Over The Hump
Sunday Morning Delphos
Upshaw Group
Westwood Group
Women's Discussion Sat.

MAR

YTD

$121.00

$182.58

$88.00

$182.58
$200.00
$88.00
$240.00

$254.00
$598.60
$84.00

$231.00

$231.00
$84.00

$58.57

$242.19

$120.00

$60.00

$60.00

A little laugh
My wife and I were sitting at a table at my
high school reunion, and I kept staring at a
drunken lady swigging her drink as she sat
alone at a nearby table.
My wife asked, 'Do you know her?'
'Yes,' I sighed, 'She's my old girlfriend. I
understand she took to drinking right after
we split up those many years ago, and I
hear she hasn't been sober since.'
'My God!' says my wife, 'Who would think
a person could go on celebrating that long?'

Group
A B C Group Springboro
A B S I Group
A Vision For You
Acceptance In The Heights
Afternoon Delight
Aley-Beaver Acceptance Thurs
Another Choice
Alanon Solution For Living
As Bill Sees It
B B First 164 Pages
Back To The Basics
Bellbrook Disc. Monday
Big Hard Book
Bill's Bunch Wednesday
Bound By Traditions NC
Brown Bag CEC
Beavercreek Pass It On
CADAS Group
Cedarville Village Group
Coldwater Friday Night
College Crowd CEC
College Hill B B
Covington Monday
CPR Group
Disorganized B.B. Study
Double Trouble In Recovery
Down To Earth Minster
Downtowners Gay
Downtowners Noon
Eaton Tues & Thurs
Edgemont Group
Englewood Friendship Group
Evening Of Hope
Fairborn Flimsy Reed
Fairborn Group Tues
Fairborn Noon Group
Fairborn Hilltop Disc
Fairborn Reach Out And Touch
Fairborn Serenity Sisters
Fairborn Womens Thurs
Fairborn Working On It
First Things First
Franklin Group
Franklin 12 Steppers
Friends of Bill W.-Baseball
Generic Group
Germantown Group
God Help Us-New Carlisle
Grapevine At Brookville
Green Hall-Safe Haven Group
Greenville BB Tues
Greenville BYOCM
Greenville Thursday
Greenville Treaty
Greenville Young Peoples
Group Of Hope
Hart Street
Harvest Of Hope
Helping Hands
Honey Creek NC
How It Works
Huber Serenity
Huber Hts. Aloha At The Gate
I Can Group
Introduction To The Steps
Jacksonburg Group
Jamestown 12 & 12 BB
Jamestown Serenity

FEB

YTD
$198.00
$600.00

$90.00

$100.00

$10.00

$287.00

$60.00

287.00

$120.00

$64.29

$150.00

$150.00
$240.00
$48.00

$240.00
$433.00
$75.00
$174.43

Group
Jefferson Street
Joy Step Group
Kettering Rebels
Lamplighter Spiritual Group
LAST Group-Dayton
Lebanon 12X12
Lebanon Discussion Group
Let There Be A New Awareness
Lebanon Mon Nite BB
Maple Grove Group
Medway Full Measure Group
Mercy Manor Sunday Night
Miamisburg Big Book Disc
Miamisburg Burg Group Sun
Miamisburg New Hope
Miamisburg One Step Closer
Miamisburg Sobriety For Lunch
Miamisburg Wednesday
Middletown Group
Minster Down To Earth
Monday Eve's Women
Moon City Wapak
Middletown Mid-Week
Needmore Sobriety
New Hope-Nova
New Lebanon
Nova House
Nutt Rd Tues
Nutt Rd Thurs
Nutt Rd Fri
Old Timers Group
One Day At A Time ODAT-Kett
Ontario Group
PAL Group
Pioneer Group-Covington
Piqua Serenity Island
Piqua Best Is Yet To Come
Recovery Group-Ft. Recovery
Roomful of Miracles
Red Lion Group
S Group
SOS
Sabina Group
Saturdat Night's All Right
Saturday's Special
Shot of Hope #2
Shared Beginnings Oakwood
Sidney Friday Night
Sidney Noon
Sidney Tuesday Night
Sidney Wednesday Night
Smoke Free Mercy Medical
Sober and Grateful
St. Francis Tues 5:45 PM
St. George's Sponsorship/Step
St. Marks Group
Step Ahead Lunch Bunch CEC
Summit Group
Springfield-Mercy Medical
The Young and The Free
There Is A Solution Ginghamsbrg
This Chip Of A Book
Thomas Howard Group
Tipp City Group
Trenton Group Tuesday
Trinity East
Trinity Lakeside
Trotwood Group
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FEB

$110.36

$25.00

YTD

$110.36

$264.00
$25.00

$200.00

$30.00
$200.00

$30.00
$400.00

$150.00

$30.00

$60.00

$25.00

$25.00

$100.00
$361.80

$50.00

$60.00
$123.00

$60.00
$123.00

Group
Troy 12 & 12 Wed
Troy AA/Alanon Combined
Troy Beginners
Troy BB Disc Monday
Troy Friday Morning
Troy Green and Growing
Troy Happy Hour B B
Troy Sat Morning Mens
Troy Spirituality Thurs
Troy-The Best Is Yet To Come
Troy Tri-City
Troy Trinity Sunday
Troy Winners Sat
Troy Womens Disc Thurs
Tradition Only
Troy Sat. AM Women
Valley Group
VAMC Group VA Center
Vandalia Fri Night
Vandalia Thurs AM
Waynesville B B Wednesday
We Aint Saints
Wed Night Group
Welcome Back Step
West Carrollton B B Thumpers
West Carrollton Step Tues
West Carrollton Thurs
West Milton Monday
Wilmington Out To Lunch
Wilmington Monday Night
Wilmington Tuesday Night
Wilmington Wednesday
Wilmington Saturday Night
Woes Be Gone
Woman To Woman BB
Women’s Under Construction
Wed Women Grp,Aldersgate
Women Weekend Wind/Down
Xenia Country Club B.B.
Xenia Friday Turn It Over B.B.
Xenia Friendship
Xenia Grow Up
Xenia Serious About Serenity
Xenia Serenity Seekers
Xenia Sharing Shes
Xenia Thurs Early Risers
Xenia Trebein
Xenia Tuesday Morning
Xenia Tuesday Evening
Yellow Springs Attitude & Grat.
Yellow Springs Jackson Rd.
Yellow Springs No Name
Yellow Springs Relationship
Yellow Springs Stepheads
Yellow Springs Sunday
Yellow Springs Young People
Young & Free
Young Sobriety Step Group
Zippo Group
Memorial
Anonymous
Miscellaneous

FEB

YTD
$49.19

$150.00
$75.00
$72.01

$200.00

$20.00
$200.00

$100.00

$400.00
$180.00

$255.00

$255.00

$360.00

$1,650.00
$360.00

$10.00

$40.31

$50.00
$20.00

$50.00
$20.00

$300.00

$50.00

$300.00
$50.00

$250.00

$300.00

$20.00

$20.00

Does your home group support A.A. with
contributions to Central Office, Area 56 and
GSO in New York?

