A declaration of

Intergroup meets at 8 p.m., the second Thursday of the
month, at St. John Lutheran Church, 141 S. Ludlow St.,
downtown Dayton. The next meeting is June 13.
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How many ways
must I hear, ‘Stay
in the moment?’
Life keeps happening. I
think that’s a good thing!
I arrived a little late to my
regular Monday morning Big
Book study. I was kind of
frazzled and was about to
pull out a piece of paper to
make a list of all the things I
had to do after the meeting.
Then that voice in my head
— you know the one — said,
“Be where you are!”
OK. Where am I? At one of
my favorite meetings!
The whirring wheels in my
mind slowed down and I
caught up with where we
were reading. Good stuff in
that Big Book! For the rest of
the hour I paid attention, got
what I needed and enjoyed
fellowship afterward.
The rest of the day was
amazing. The to-do list in my
head got done, one item at a
time. And I felt a sense of
real gratitude.
I’m grateful I can hear that
voice in my head reminding
me to be where I am.
Thank God for that voice
and thank God for A.A.
—Ann P.
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The Twelve Steps:
Quickly or slowly?
I would like to emphasize that the following is only my
personal experience and is in no way meant to advocate that it
is the best way to go through the initial Twelve Step Process.
Early in my A.A. quest for sobriety, I was confronted by two
opposing notions:
• Take your time doing the Twelve-Steps; you will know when
you are ready.
• When do you do the steps? When do you want to get well?
I chose the slower variety because, after all, I had drunk for many years and I didn’t
expect to get well anytime soon.
I was happily amazed at how my brand-new sober life had become, as they say, happy and
joyous and free.
I was successfully surviving on the friendly and colorful southern California fellowship,
along with the first three Steps.
What? Me hurry? But alas, several months later the free part waxed debatable: I marched
right into a bar and almost ordered a Gin & Tonic! Thank God I didn’t, but so terrified was I
that I had a Big Book thumper guy, Carl, to help me with the 12-Step process right away.
This was done quickly, in two sittings. God has not allowed me to drink since. Carl was 13
years sober then, and recently experienced his fifty-first annual celebration of love and
service out in the San Fernando Valley.
I believe Dr. Bob realized the importance of emerging into the step process, el pronto.
I like to read on page 263 how he took Earl T. through the six-step process, as it was at that
time, (1937) in three or four hours.
Earl became a co-founder of Chicago A.A. a few years later. Dr. Bob also sponsored
Continued on Page 4
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Bob’s technique, is done in just three or four hours.
So, as you can see, I am a convert to: “When do you do the steps? When do you want to
get well?” However, I have many AA friends who took much longer going through their
initial Twelve-Step process and they have also remained sober, happy, joyous and free.
— Bob S. Richmond, IN

Statement of purpose
A Declaration of Unity is the
monthly newsletter of the
Dayton, Ohio, Area A.A.
Intergroup. Opinions
contained in articles are
strictly those of the authors.
Announcements are
informational only. Publication
of opinions, articles and
announcements does not
represent expressed or
implied endorsement or
approval by Alcoholics
Anonymous at any level.
Material identified as from
A.A. Conference-approved
literature or the Grapevine is
reprinted with permission. The
editors try to validate all
contributions and cite sources
when known.

Subscription information
A subscription form is
posted on our website:
www.daytonaaonline.org or
contact circulation manager
John D. at (937) 832-3790 or
jdaniels4556@gmail.com to
subscribe.

Article submissions
Deadline for submission of
articles, announcements, etc.
is the 15th of the month prior
to publication. Articles cannot
be returned unless
accompanied by a stamped,
self-addressed envelope. We
reserve the right to edit
submissions for clarity, proper
language, length, and
contents that violate A.A.
Traditions.
Please mail material to:
Unity, P.O. Box MO2223,
Dayton, OH 45401-2223

12 Steps: Quickly or slowly?
Continued from Page 1
Clarence S., who also used a speedy 12-Step method
when he founded Cleveland A.A. in May of 1939. There
were then only thirteen members, but by 1941 their
membership had grown to several hundred. Such rapid
growth makes evident that those Cleveland members’
Twelve-Step method was fast and furious. Well, maybe
not furious.
I try to help fully sober sponsees immerse themselves
into the Twelve-Step process in two or three sittings. I
explain the essentials of Steps One and Two, then go
through the Third Step prayer sentence-by-sentence
before praying it verbatim. Then I send the person home
suggesting a method of ‘automatic’ writing where one
asks God to reveal their selfishness, dishonesty,
resentment and irrational fear and list them on paper as
they crop up. This is done spontaneously, without
thinking. (The Big Book infers on page 64 that we take
stock honestly, of which there must be near-infinite
methods. This is simply the one I was taught and not
meant to portend the “best way.”) Additions via
memory may be added later. On the next visit we
actually follow the Big Book directions on Step Four;
then, Steps Five, Six and Seven follow directly
thereafter. Of course, the Eighth Step list is finished and
it is now time to start making amends which should
continue while living in the spirit of Steps Ten, Eleven
and Twelve. These vital steps may be explained the next
day. This method, like Dr. Bob’s technique, is done in
just three or four hours.
So, as you can see, I am a convert to: “When do you do
the steps? When do you want to get well?” However, I
have many A.A. friends who took much longer going
through their initial Twelve-Step process and they have
also remained sober, happy, joyous and free.
— Bob S. Richmond, IN

Carry on, you Sweet Survivor,
’tho your dreams are fading fast.
Your hope, now dim and flickering
Is a hostage to your past.
Out of dreams and out of promises,
Not a thing that you can do.
To hide the shame, the guilt and pain,
That's torn your soul from you.
You've been here before, Survivor,
there's no choice that you can see.
Your fear is who you are now,
— nothing else that you can be.
But come back home, now, Sweet Survivor,
you've been wrong before, like me.
We've twisted need and love around,
traded hope for fantasy.
Stretch your hand out Sweet Survivor,
trust the Truth that we can't see.
The truth is that we are enough
when we're who we're meant to be.
Only God can make us each enough.
Only God can set us free.
Only God can fill the emptiness
Where our sweet souls used to be
And Pass it on now, Sweet Survivor,
trust the best that you can be.
The truth is found by willing hearts
helping other hearts to see.
— By "Dougly"
Lyrics inspired by a song that I heard in my
head, but which was not sung, at a 1988
"Peter, Paul, and Mary" concert in Dayton in
my first sober year.

 Woman-to-Woman 
Eighteenth Annual Luncheon
Sunday July 28

E-mail guidelines
• E-mail articles and
announcements to:
daytonunity@gmail.com
• Please send attachments
using plain text or Word
(items will be edited to fit
the newsletter format and
might not appear as you
send them).
• Confirmations will be sent
only if requested.
• Submissions to the Unity
Post Office Box (bottom of
page 1) are also welcome.
• Questions? Call Ann P. at
(937) 415-1606.

Sweet Survivor

Sinclair Community College
Building 12 at Third & Perry Streets
Dayton, Ohio 45402
GUEST SPEAKER

Doors open at 11 a.m. • Lunch served at noon • $25 per person
Marla W.
(937) 361-3933

NAME__________________________________________________

Tania T.
(937) 559-8543

ADDRESS_______________________________________________

Make checks payable to
Woman-to-Woman Luncheon Committee
Send order form to
P.O.Box 611
Dayton, OH 45405
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CITY__________________________STATE____ZIP____________
PHONE______________________________AMT.______________

Step 6

Tradition 6

Concept 6

Were entirely ready to have God
remove all these defects of character.

(Long Form) Problems of money,
property, and authority may easily divert
us from our primary spiritual aim. We
think, therefore, that any considerable
property of genuine use to A.A. should be
separately incorporated and managed,
thus dividing the material from the
spiritual. An A.A. group, as such, should
never go into business.
Secondary aids to A.A., such as clubs or
hospitals, which require much property or
administration, ought to be incorporated
and so set apart that, if necessary, they
can be freely discarded by the groups.
Hence such facilities ought not to use the
A.A. name. Their management should be
the sole responsibility of those people who
financially support them. For clubs, A.A.
managers are usually preferred. But
hospitals, as well as other places of
recuperation, ought to be well outside A.A.
and medically supervised. While an A.A.
group may cooperate with anyone, such
cooperation ought never to go so far as
affiliation or endorsement, actual or
implied. An A.A. group can bind itself to no
one.

On behalf of A.A. as a whole, our General
Service Conference has the principal
responsibility for the maintenance of our world
services, and it traditionally has the final
decision respecting large matters of general
policy and finance. But the Conference also
recognizes that the chief initiative and the
active responsibility in most of these matters
should be exercised primarily by the Trustee
members of the Conference when they act
among themselves as the General Service
Board of Alcoholics Anonymous.

For this alcoholic, this step is often
the most baffling. According to the
authors of the Big Book it is decision
time again. However, does this
require action or merely acceptance
and surrender?
How about both a spiritual
surrender and an active use of the
will to turn our defects over to a
power greater than ourselves. All
this requires is a readiness to
become willing — willing to take
responsibility for my actions and
stop blaming alcohol.
On pages 75 & 76 of the Big Book,
Step 6 is described in two short
paragraphs. First it states that this
step should be taken as soon as
possible after doing Step 5.
Finding a quiet hour we review
what we have done so far.
“Carefully reading the first five
proposals we ask if we have
omitted anything, for we are
building an arch through which we
shall walk a free man at last”(pg.75).
We should be sure that we have
taken the first five steps as
thoroughly and honestly as we
could. If we can say yes then we are
”ready to let God remove from us
all the things which we have
admitted are objectionable” (pg.76).
God doesn’t remove all our
character defects at once, but does
remove enough for us to begin to be
of service to him.
God works in mysterious ways
and on his own timetable. It is time
to be an adult and face up to my
character defects. They are mine
and mine alone. I need to take
blame out of the picture and stop
being a victim; victims don’t
recover.
How do we do this step? Honesty,
open mindedness and willingness,
that’s how. It is amazing how fast a
willingness to change becomes a
new way of life.
Finally, “LET GO & LET GOD!”
— Troy A., Liberty Twp., OH

Tradition 6 names the diversions,
against which we should be on
guard. We have a primary spiritual
aim which money, property and
prestige can bust wide open and
devour.
We must remember, Tradition 6
has a gentle whisper toward
humility where it says, "our primary
spiritual aim is to carry the message
to the alcoholic who still suffers!"
Ask yourself, does this refer to those
who come and enjoy our coffee, or
those who don’t know where that
coffee is.
Tradition 6 also enjoins the group
never to go into business nor lend
the A.A. name or money to any
"outside" enterprise, no matter how
good. Also strongly expressed is the
opinion that even clubs should not
bear the A.A. name; that they ought
to be separately incorporated and
managed by those individual A.A.s
who need or want clubs enough to
financially support them.
— Garwood F., Piqua OH
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Concept 6 restates the wishes of our
co-founders, Bill W. and Dr. Bob; that
the Conference act as the voice of
Alcoholics Anonymous since the
mortality of our co-founders was
evident to them both. This Concept
directs that the decisions and guidance
offered by the Conference are given to
our Board of Trustees to fulfill the
wishes of the Fellowship.
As a member of an A.A. group, we
delegate the group conscience to our
GSR (General Service Representative)
and every group in our Area has the
right to do likewise.
The active GSRs bring their group
conscience to their Districts and to the
Area Assembly where the Delegate
receives the group conscience of the
whole Area.
In turn, I take our Area 56 conscience
to the General Service Conference
where, with 92 other delegates, we
express our combined conscience to our
Board of Trustees.
At the conference this year we
expressed our combined conscience on
subjects such as the Grapevine and La
Viña, the structure of our two service
corporations, the wording of the short
form of the 11th Tradition and many
other topics.
All of the members of our Board of
Trustees were present and active
members of the Conference, and they
are then responsible in assuring the
actions of the Conference are
implemented.
So, invite me to your Group, District
or Intergroup meeting to report on the
results of the Conference.
— Mark E., Panel 62, Area 56 Delegate

OLDTIMERS & NEWCOMERS

How I got here
BIG BOOK QUIZ
By Twila W.
1. If he does not argue about ___(p.132),
he will make new friends and is sure to
find new avenues of usefulness and
pleasure.
2. Trying to avoid this ___(p.72)
experience, they have turned to easier
methods.
3. Tell him you have been worried,
though perhaps ___(p.112).
4. He will match your mental ___(p.92)
with some of his own.
5. But the ___(p.52) idea did.
6. Next he can be assured that you do not
intend to ___(p.142), moralize, or
condemn;
7. No outsider can appraise such an
___(p.82) situation.
8. The entire family is, to some extent,
___(p.122).”
9. Don’t start to ___(p.102) again just
because your friends drink liquor.
10. Driven by a hundred forms of fear,
self-delusion, self-seeking, and selfpity, we step on the toes of our fellows
and they ___(p.62).

Traditions checklist
These questions were published in the
Grapevine. For groups and individuals!

Tradition Six
An AA group ought never endorse, finance, or
lend the AA name to any related facility or outside
enterprise, lest problems of money, property, and
prestige divert us from our primary purpose.
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

Should my fellow group members and
I go out and raise money to endow
several AA beds in our local hospital?
Is it good for a group to lease a small
building?
Are all the officers and members of our
local club for AAs familiar with
"Guidelines on Clubs" (which is
available free from GSO)?
Should the secretary of our group serve
on the mayor's advisory committee on
alcoholism?
Some alcoholics will stay around AA
only if we have a TV and card room. If
this is what is required to carry the
message to them, should we have these
facilities?

What brings most people to Alcoholics Anonymous? Family members
wanting you to get sober, the courts because you had an alcohol related
offense, or God doing for you what you could not do for yourself?
No matter how you got to A.A., you came. Most of us came in pure
desperation to get sober and find a better way of living. I didn't know how to
live without some kind of substance to "break the ice" no matter what the
situation. I was desperate.
For me, I am willing to do whatever it takes to stay sober. Being openminded and willing and really ready for a different way of life. I only have a
short time sober but it’s the only real sobriety I have ever had. I always
thought I would just grow up and I would stop and life would go on. Well
that still hasn't happened, so for me I believe that is where being desperate
came to me in a positive way.
God brought me to A.A. and A.A. has brought me closer God. At first I
didn't know what that meant, but it is very clear now. There are only so many
instances you can say that are a coincidence, and not just give the credit where
credit is due. To God.
— Mariah S., Dayton OH

How I get paid in A.A.

I recently pondered how I was getting paid in A.A.
What did I mean by paid? The first thing I would think of, from my old
selfish days, was “What’s in it for me?” Like Bill W. shared in the 12 & 12,
Seventh Tradition, page 161, we (alkies) were tight as bark on a tree.
I was first introduced to the Seventh Tradition of putting money in the
basket. It was explained simply that by my voluntary donations, I not only
supported the fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous, I would also — possibly
without realizing it — get paid, so to speak, with sobriety and a new way to
live. Wonderful! So, I just pay so I can get paid!
The closest definition to this kind of pay, and the one I wish to address, is
about indemnity. This is compensation for expense incurred. With the vital
principle of each member being included, never excluded, in the search for
trusted servants within all of A.A. Legacies, the traditional means of defraying
expenses upholds that offer to be of service without any reservations.
Now, at first, I only went to a few meetings a week and was able to throw
that buck in the basket. If it happens to be an eating meeting, I would buy the
raffle tickets first and then put a little in the hat.
When my home group needed to fulfill its vital link to A.A.W.S., I
committed to be its General Service Rep and traveled 160 miles monthly to the
Area Assembly. But now I also had to attend monthly District meeting and
special events. The mileage is adding up and also going up were gas prices.
As I became more committed to maintaining sobriety and the Legacy of
Service, I became the Delegate not only the General Service Conference, but
became the voice there, of over 11,100 members and to over 520 registered
groups in fifteen Ohio counties. A month of this kind of activity and expenses
added up fast.
Because of my current circumstances, I am forced to continue to ask for
support for expenses incurred. Still, I’m getting paid spiritually, beyond my
wildest dreams, by continuing to serve the fellowship that I saved my life!
So, if you happen to be limited in your resources, do not let that deter you
from seeking your Higher Power’s will for you, which could be saving the life
of a new-comer, or that of an old-timer at the local group. In closing, I wish to
thank you and the all the groups and members who support the wonderful
‘trusted servants’ of this fellowship, by either ear or finance!
— Rick S., Wapakoneta, OH
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Tradition Seven
Every AA group ought to be fully self-supporting,

.

Hey! What about my phone call?

SOBER AREA EVENTS
June
13 — Dayton Area Intergroup Meeting, 8 p.m. St. John Lutheran Church, Fifth and
Ludlow streets, downtown Dayton.
13 — 2nd Thursday of the month Waffle House Spirit Night. If at least 20 people go to
the Waffle House on Brandt Pike in Huber Heights between 2 p.m. and 9 p.m. the 2nd
Thursday of the month, and upon paying say that they are from Northside Fellowship Club,
the club will receive 25% of the income for that seven-hour period.
15 — Southside Club 3rd Saturday Euchre Tournament, Beginners' Table 9:30 p.m.
Eight-Round Tournament 9:45 p.m. Cost $2.50 includes cards, coffee, snacks & prizes.
Location: 3040 Valleywood Drive, Kettering, behind Bob Evans.
16 — Area 56 Assembly 1 p.m. New GSR School and Literature Forum. meeting at 2 p.m.
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church at 470 South Gebhart Church Road in Miamisburg.

Eating
Meeting

Alco-Aides Club

hosted by the

2206 E. Third St.

Meetings in need of support
Does your meeting need support? Has your group changed its
location, time or format?
Let Unity know and we’ll print the information here. And
remember, our website, aadaytononline.org, contains an up-todate meeting schedule. If you see an error on the website, notify
Central Office or webmaster, Chris P., at christpage@gmail.com
Sunday, 5:30 p.m. Big Book Study, OD, Crossroads Club, 5235
Main St., Dayton. On Bus Routes 7 & 16 behind Penn Station.
Monday, 5:30, Fort Serenity Group, rotating format. Fort McKinley
United Methodist Church, Salem and Siebenthaler avenues.
Saturday, 2 p.m., Woman to Woman OD, Crossroads Club.

WEST DAYTON CLUB
3359 W. Second Street
(937) 263-6603

Members Game Night

• Breakfast every Sunday 8 a.m. until 9:45 a.m.
before the 10 a.m. lead. $5 for eggs, bacon or
sausage, home fries, toast, juice and small coffee.
• Artists wanted to display work: pictures,
paintings, poems, sculptures, ceramics in our card
room. Call Terry at 254-0067 if you have pieces to
display. Next 3-month display starts Aug. 1.
• Alco-Aides is needs volunteers to do service work
behind our counter. Call Terry at 254-0067, or stop
in and fill out an application.
• Saturday, June 1, Yard Sale starts at 8 a.m. at
the corner of E. Fifth St. and Torrence. Come early
for best bargains.

Group meets at the
Southside Club at 5:30
p.m. Thursdays and reads
and discusses from the
Living Sober book. All are
welcome; please bring a
covered dish to share.
Kick off your Founder's
Day Weekend and check
out our meeting, before
Akron!

Need a meeting
but can’t get out?

• Saturday June 15, Karaoke with Joe and Jackie
at 8 p.m. at Alco-Aides Club, 2206 E. Third St. Free
admission, good music — a family event.

Are you ill, healing from
surgery, homebound,
hospitalized and unable to
get out?
Mobile Meetings can
help!
If you would like a
mobile meeting brought to
you or if you know
someone who would,
please call Central Office
at (937) 222-2211.

Soul Food
Dinners every Friday 6-11 p.m.
Breakfast every Saturday 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Dinners every Saturday 5-10 p.m.

All A.A. meetings at the VA are now in Building 302. Sober vets
are especially needed, but meetings open to all. Call Margo P. at
268-6511, ext. 1507 or 520-1819.
Sunday, 2 p.m. – A.A. Women in the Now, Room 130, 1st floor.
Sunday, 7 p.m. – A.A. Beginners, Room 235, 2 nd Floor
Monday, 7:30 p.m. – A.A. Chairman’s Choice, Room 235, 2 nd floor
Tuesday, 7 p.m. – A.A. Big Book Study, Room 130, 1st floor
Friday, 7 p.m. – A.A. 12 &12 Study, Room 235, 2nd floor
Saturday, 11 a.m. – A.A. Open Discussion, Room 235, 2 nd floor
Chairpersons are needed for monthly commitments to these
meetings. Support from all A.A. members, is needed.

Thursday, June 6

• Saturday, June 1 Pancake Breakfast with James
from 8 a.m. until 11 a.m. at Alco-Aides Club, 2206
E. Third St.

Every Wednesday and Friday
Cards • Pool • Dominoes • Chess • Checkers

Share with vets at VA meetings

You Are Not
Alone Group

Northside Fellowship Club
Fourth of July party from noon to 4 p.m. July 4 at Thomas Cloud Park
off Brandt Pike. Take the main entrance and look for shelters 1, 2 & 3 in
a wooded area off to the left. In addition to enjoying delicious picnic food,
activities will include corn hole, a 3-legged race, water balloon toss, face
painting and cooling off on the splash pad.
Northside is inviting other A.A. groups in the area to join in the fun. Please bring lawn
chairs and a side dish to share. NFC will be providing hot dogs and chicken. Also,
donations to defray expenses will be welcome. Feel free to invite your friends and bring
the entire family.
Watch for a flyer from Northside at meetings and mark your calendars.
For more information, contact Karolyn C. at (937) 732-2515.

~5~

May 9 Dayton Area Intergroup minutes
CHAIR: Joe P. jpaessun@gmail.com
VICE-CHAIR: Janine P. jayninepickens@yahoo.com
SECRETARY: Brandon P. bpittman129@gmail.com
TREASURER: Nancy D. travelingmama@live.com

Special Events: Karen D. The Spring Banquet
will be June 1 at Sinclair Community College.

Welcome: Joe P. welcomed the group and
opened the meeting with the Serenity Prayer.

Membership: No new members this month.
Thanks to Karen for cake.

May Birthdays: Pam H. 24, Manny L. 3

GSR: No report.

New Representatives: None.
Presentations: Tradition Five Jenny C. and
Concept Five, Pam H.

Grapevine: Go to http://www.aagrapevine.org/ to
explore all the online Grapevine has to offer.
New material is coming in to Central Office.

Secretary’s Report: No corrections.

Old Business: None

Treasurer’s Report:

New Business: None

Opening balance .................................$9,055.69
Deposits................................................$2,656.64
Closing balance .................................$10,916.53
Total Checks ...........................................$795.80
Big Change from Small Change.........$2,331.03
CD Balance ..........................................$5,412.88

Adjourn: The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Central Office Report: Patrice J.
April Sales up 26%, YTD down 3%.
April Contributions down 50%, YTD down 22%
• Visit Central Office during the hours of 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Monday-Friday and 9 a.m. to noon on
Saturdays.

Web: No report.

Next Meeting June 13 at 8 p.m.
Don’t forget, Area 56 and Dayton Area A.A.
Intergroup both have official websites with
events, meeting schedules and other A.A.
information. View them at aaarea56.org and
aadaytononline.org

AWP planning meeting
The next planning session for this
year’s Area Wide Picnic will be held
at 11 a.m. Sunday, June 16, at the
Outcasts MC, 417 Hunter Ave.,
Dayton.
The remaining planning meetings
are July 14 and Aug. 4.
The picnic is Aug. 10 at the VA.
This year’s goal is to have every
sober club and representatives from
every part of the area participate.
Everyone is welcome and needed
to help with the summer’s biggest
event.

Archives: John B. is stepping down and Steve
G. was unanimously elected to replace him.
Contact Steve at cubby3323@gmail.com with
questions or contributions or to volunteer to help
with the Archives Committee.
Unity: There is a constant need for interesting
articles, cartoons and artwork. Please send all
contributions by the 15th of the month through the
link at aadaytononline.org or directly to
daytonunity@gmail.com
PI & CP: Dan C. No report.
Big Change from Small Change Contributions
Beginning Balance ........................................ $2,424.73
Group Name
April
YTD
3M Group ............................................ ...........$200.00
Acceptance in the Heights............... $84.55......$195.05
Brookville Grapevine ............................ ...............$3.90
Huber Serenity Group ..................... $30.86......$157.06
J.U.G.G.S. ...................................... $17.10........$17.10
La Luz ................................................. ...............$7.00
Wednesday Women's-Aldrsgte........ $19.13........$76.18
Fort Serenity Group...........................$4.00........$29.45
Zippo .............................................. $10.00........$20.00
Valley Group................................... $25.00........$25.00
Total deposits ............................... $190.64... $1,947.67
Check written..................................................($574.00)
Closing Balance............................................ $1,947.67

Corrections: Dave M.
david.earl@rocketmail.com No report
Outreach: There will be a meeting June 22 to
organize the Night Owl Service. Please see story
on Page 1 of this issue.

The 57th Ohio State Convention, Aug. 2-4, in Columbus, OH
Where: DoubleTree By Hilton, 175 Hutchisonn Ave., Columbus, OH 43235 Phone: (614) 885-3334
Cost: Convention registration $25, Saturday dinner buffet $38, Special hotel rate: $99.95 + tax includes
breakfast for 2 and free wi-fi. Mention Ohio State Convention and reserve by July 12 to get special rate.
Reserve online at www.area53aa.org.
Activities: Speakers: Tracey O., GSO; Jack W., Michigan; Angie P., Cincinnati, Panels, Workshops,
Ice Cream Socials, Skits and A.A. Jeopardy
Mail registration to
Area 53 General Service 2013 State Convention
P.O. Box 2131
Columbus, OH 43216

Register online at www.area53aa.org
e-mail us for more information:
2013stateconvention@area53aa.org
Call Dave C. (614) 2823755

Registration Form
Your name as you would like it on your badge _____________________________________
Name _________________________________E-mail _____________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP ______________________________________ Phone _________________
Registration
$25 x ________=
Saturday Dinner
$38 x ________=
Hospitality Donation (optional)
Scholarship Donation (optional)
Total enclosed
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$ __________
$ __________
$ __________
$ __________
$ __________

Please check one:
___ AA
___ Al-Anon
___ Alateen
___ OYPAA

Central Office April Report
TELEPHONE ACTIVITY
A.A. Related Calls ........................................... 481
Twelve Step Calls.............................................. 20
Al-Anon/Alateen Calls ..........................................8
Narcotics Anonymous ..........................................0
Adult Children Of Alcoholics................................0
Miscellaneous .......................................................0
Total Calls ........................................................ 509
FINANCIAL SUMMARY
BEGINNING BALANCE.............................$5,459.00
INCOME
Group Contributions ...................................$2,011.89
Literature Sales ..........................................$6,457.15
Tax Return ..................................................... $253.52
* Total monthly income ..............................$8,722.56
TOTAL.......................................................$14,181.56
EXPENSES
Rent and Utilities ........................................... $342.92
Message Center-Answering Service ........... $199.65
Parking ........................................................... $140.00
Wages .........................................................$2,074.10
Office Supplies and Expenses ......................... $0.00
Literature Purchases..................................$4,683.98
Telephone incl. Bridging The Gap ............... $182.73
Contribution-Dayton Area Intergroup .......... $100.00
Contribution-General Service-A.A.WS .......... $75.00
Contribution-SW Ohio Area 56 ...................... $50.00
Postage-Freight................................................. $0.00
Accounting Service ....................................... $125.00
Taxes-WH-State-Local-Sales Tax ............$1,262.71
Reserve For Printing Publication ..................... $0.00
Conference Expense ........................................ $0.00
BWC Premium ................................................... $0.00
* Total monthly expenses ..........................$9,236.09
MONTH END BALANCE ...........................$4,945.47
NOTE: April income did not cover April expenses.
If your group does not support Central Office, Area 56 and
GSO, ask why!

Dayton Area A.A. Central Office
120 W. 2nd St.
Liberty Tower, Suite 211
Dayton, OH 45402
(937) 222-2211
Hours: M-F: 9-4 and Sat.: 9-Noon
Books, CDs, tokens, jewelry, book covers and more

April Group Contributions
SPRINGBORO/FRANKLIN
Beginners......................................................... $Franklin 12 Steppers......................................... $Living in the Solution......................................... $Mid-Day Sobriety Groups.............................. $624.37
Women’s Week-End Wind Down....................... $SOUTHSIDE
3 M Men's Discussion....................................... $541 Group .................................................... $240.00
A Way Of Life................................................... $Acceptance Group........................................ $186.00
Beyond Group Wed AM .................................... $Beyond Human Aid Group ................................ $Beyond Sobriety ............................................. $39.00
Big Book Friday .............................................. $60.00
Bring Y’r Own Brown Bag ................................. $Came To Believe.............................................. $Chairman’s Choice Thurs.................................. $Forward Step.................................................... $Happy Hour...................................................... $Just Say Noon.................................................. $Letting Go Monday Noon .................................. $Newcomers ...................................................... $Nothing Else Worked Step.............................. $69.50
Over The Hump Step................... $45.00 ...... $45.00
Relationships & Sobriety................................... $Saturday Step ................................................. $Self Worth .................................................... $120.00
Serenity Sunday Morning.............................. $502.76
Sharing She's ............................................... $269.00
Shot Of Hope ................................................... $Singles Group .................................................. $Sister's Step Study ......................................... $60.00
Southside Lead ................................................ $Sunday Afternoon Step..................................... $Sundowners Group........................................... $Thanks For Not Smoking .................................. $Wednesday Noon Step................................... $80.00
Women's Sober Connection.............................. $You Are Not Alone............................................ $Young People’s Sunday.................................... $WEST DAYTON CLUB
A Way Of Life.............................. $45.00 ...... $45.00
Big Book Disc Sunday ...................................... $Big I Group....................................................... $Bridgebuilders .................................................. $Dayton Friendship ............................................ $Gimme A Break ................................................ $Let's Stick Together.......................................... $Men's Over The Hump...................................... $Sunday Morning Delphos................................ $60.00
Upshaw Group ................................................. $Westwood Group......................... $60.00 ...... $60.00
Women's Discussion Sat.
B ................................. $o
o
k
encourages me to carry
s
our life-saving message to other

Group
April
YTD
ALCO AIDES
12/12 Study Group............................. .............. $9.10
Alco-Aides Group .............................. ............. $18.91
Beginners Meeting............................. .............. $2.89
Big Book Study Group ....................... ............. $40.75
Early Bird AM Group.......................... ........... $168.19
Happy Hour Group............................. ............. $60.98
Monument Group............................... ............. $47.53
Sunday Morning Breakfast Group ...... ............. $49.97
Thursday Night Women ..................... .............. $1.95
Tuesday Morning Group .................... ........... $113.10
CROSSROADS
Attitude Adjustment............................ ............. $Dealing With Sobriety ........................ ............. $Emotional Sobriety............................. ............. $Fast Group ........................................ ............. $Forest Park........................................ ............. $Hump Group Wed. 5:30 ..................... ............. $It's In The Book.................................. ............. $Keep It Simple................................... ............. $Never On Sunday .............................. ............. $Noon Ego Busters ............................. ............. $S.M.A.R.T. ........................................ ............. $Sat. Before Sat. Night .................. $37.00 ....... $37.00
Shiloh Group ..................................... ............. $Spiritual Maintenance ........................ ........... $205.80
Step Sisters 12 & 12 Study ................ ............. $Thurs. Serenity .................................. ............. $Wed. Night Men................................. ........... $140.00
Wed. Night Women............................ ........... $140.00
Women To Women Saturday ............. ............. $58.00
X Roads Group.................................. ............. $NORTHSIDE FELLOWSHIP
A Message Of Recovery .................... ............. $A.L.O.H.A. at the gate........................ ............. $Back To Basics.................................. ............. $Bill W. Big Book Disc. ........................ ............. $Celebrating Sobriety .......................... ............. $Chairman’s Choice Monday ............... ............. $Daily Reprieve Group......................... ............. $90.00
Deeper Reed..................................... ............. $Discovery Group................................ ............. $GAAY Group ..................................... ............. $Keep It Simple................................... ............. $Men's Tuesday .................................. ............. $Open Discussion Saturday................. ............. $Page Manor....................................... ............. $Resolving Resentments ..................... ............. $90.00
Sisters In Sobriety ............................. ............. $Steps Tuesday .................................. ............. $Sunlight Of The Spirit......................... ............. $Take The Steps-Elevator’s Broke....... ............. $You Have A Choice ........................... ............. $-

A selfish program? Maybe not!

You are invited!
AA’s 76th Birthday Party

June 15 from 1 to 3 p.m.
Hosted by District 11

First Baptist Church
4500 Riverview (corner of Breiel) Middletown, OH 45042
Cake, Coffee, Fellowship, Grapevine prizes, Sobriety countdown, Skit,
Area 56 Archivist Rick S. will present his display. Area 56 Committee
Displays: Literature, Finance, Group Services, Grapevine, PI/CPC,
Special Needs, Treatment, District 11 History and other displays.

~7 ~

Step Twelve
alcoholics. As altruistic as this endeavor may seem, I hear echoes in
the background whispering that my• motive should be simply to save
myself, because, after all, is not A.A.
T a selfish program for selfish
people?
a
p
I venture to offer an entirely different
view, I like to think of the A.A.
e
program of action as: “A selfless program
for selfish drunkards.”
s
I think I will say it again perhaps, more explicitly:
“A.A. is a selfless program for selfish
•
drunkards.”
If you have doubts, please study page 62 of our Big Book.
A
— Bob S, Richmond, IN
l
c
o
h
o
l
i

NON-CLUB GROUPS .................. April ........... YTD
A B Big Book Study Thurs .................. ................ $A B C Group Springboro..................... ................ $A B S I Group..................................... ................ $A Vision For You ....................... $300.00 ...... $804.25
Acceptance In The Heights................. ................ $Afternoon Delight ............................... ............. $60.00
Alanon Solution For Living .................. ................ $Aley-Beaver Acceptance Thurs........... ................ $Another Choice .................................. ................ $As Bill Sees It..................................... ................ $B B First 164 Pages ........................... ................ $Back To Basics Beginners .................. ................ $Back To The Basics ........................... ................ $Beavercreek Pass It On...................... ........... $288.00
Beavercreek Wed Night...................... ................ $Bellbrook Disc. Monday...................... ................ $Big Hard Book.................................... ................ $Bill's Bunch Wednesday ..................... ............. $25.00
Bound By Traditions NC ..................... ................ $Brown Bag CEC ................................. ................ $CADAS Group............................. $25.00 ...... $170.00
Cedarville Village Group ..................... ............. $50.00
Celina Sun Group............................... ................ $Coldwater Friday Night ....................... ................ $College Crowd CEC ........................... ................ $College Hill......................................... ................ $Complete Abandon............................. ........... $120.00
Covington Monday ............................. ................ $CPR Group ........................................ ................ $Disorganized B.B. Study..................... ................ $Double Trouble In Recovery ............... ................ $Down To Earth Minster....................... ................ $Downtowners Gay.............................. ................ $Downtowners Noon............................ ................ $Eaton Tues & Thurs ........................... ........... $100.00
Edgemont Group................................ ................ $Englewood Friendship Group.............. ................ $Enon Group ....................................... ................ $Evening Of Hope................................ ........... $135.54
Fairborn Flimsy Reed ......................... ................ $Fairborn Group Tues .......................... ........... $125.00
Fairborn Hilltop Disc ........................... ................ $Fairborn Just Us Gals Getting Sober... ................ $Fairborn Noon Group.......................... ................ $Fairborn Reach Out And Touch $120.00 ...... $120.00
Fairborn Serenity Sisters .................... ................ $Fairborn Women’s Thurs .................... ................ $Fairborn Working On It ................ $80.50 ...... $172.00
First Things First ................................ ................ $Fort Serenity ...................................... ................ $Franklin 12 Steppers .......................... ............. $40.00
Franklin Group ................................... ................ $Generic Group ................................... ................ $Germantown Group............................ ............. $60.00
Glast Group - Friday Night.................. ................ $God Help Us-New Carlisle.................. ................ $Grapevine At Brookville ...................... ................ $Green Hall-Safe Haven Group ............ ................ $Greenville Beginners .......................... ................ $Greenville Thursday ........................... ................ $Greenville Treaty................................ ................ $Greenville Young Peoples .................. ................ $Group Of Hope................................... ................ $Hart Street ......................................... ................ $Harvest Of Hope ................................ ........... $201.60
Helping Hands ................................... ................ $High Hopes ........................................ ................ $Honey Creek NC................................ ........... $100.00
How It Works...................................... ................ $Huber Hts. Aloha At The Gate ............ ................ $Huber Serenity ................................... ................ $I Can Group ....................................... ................ $Introduction To The Steps ........... $12.00 ........ $12.00
Jacksonburg Group ............................ ................ $-

James Gang ...................................... ................ $Jamestown 12 & 12 BB...................... ................ $Jamestown Serenity........................... ................ $Jefferson Street ................................. ................ $Joy Step Group.................................. ................ $Kettering Rebels .......................... $60.00 ...... $150.00
Lamplighter Spiritual Group................ ............ $100.00
LAST Group-Dayton .......................... ................ $Lebanon 12X12 ................................. ................ $Lebanon Discussion Group ................ ................ $Lebanon Mon Nite BB ........................ ................ $Let There Be A New Awareness......... ................ $Living Sober Group ............................ ............ $181.00
Maple Grove Group ........................... ................ $Medway Full Measure Group.............. .............. $50.00
Mercy Manor Sunday Night ................ ................ $Miamisburg Big Book Disc.................. ................ $Miamisburg Burg Group Sun ......... $7.50 ........ $96.43
Miamisburg New Hope....................... ................ $Miamisburg One Step Closer.............. ............ $216.00
Miamisburg Wednesday..................... ................ $Middletown Home Group.................... ................ $Middletown Mid-Week........................ ................ $Minster Down To Earth....................... ................ $Misfits-Fri. Nite................................... ................ $Monday Eve's Women ....................... ................ $Montezuma 12 & 12..................... $83.77 ........ $83.77
Moon City Wapak .............................. ................ $Needmore Sobriety ............................ ............ $370.00
New Hope-Nova ................................ ................ $New Lebanon ............................ $220.00 ...... $220.00
Nova House....................................... ................ $Nutt Rd Fri......................................... ................ $Nutt Rd Thurs .................................... ................ $Nutt Rd Tues ............................... $75.00 ...... $165.00
Old Timers Group .............................. ................ $One Day At A Time ODAT-Kett .......... ................ $Ontario Group ................................... ................ $PAL Group......................................... ................ $Pioneer Group-Covington................... ................ $Piqua Best Is Yet To Come ................ ................ $Piqua New Wise Group...................... ................ $Piqua Serenity Island ......................... ................ $Recovery Group-Ft. Recovery ............ ................ $Roomful of Miracles ........................... ................ $S Group............................................. ................ $S O S ................................................ ................ $Sabina Group .................................... ................ $Saturday Night Anniversary Grp ........ ................. $Saturday Night Downtowners ............. ................ $Saturday Night's All Right................... ................ $Saturday's Special ..................... $100.00 ...... $200.00
Serenity is a Gift ................................ ................ $Shared Beginnings Oakwood ............. ............ $288.00
Shot of Hope #2................................. ................ $Sidney Friday Night............................ ............ $111.76
Sidney Noon...................................... ................ $Sidney Primary Purpose..................... .............. $25.32
Sidney Tuesday Night ........................ ................ $Sidney Wednesday Night ................... ................ $Smoke Free Mercy Medical................ ................ $Sober & Grateful-St. Eliz. ................... ................ $Sober Flyers-Wed. U.D. ..................... ................ $Sobriety For Lunch Bunch............ $65.52 ...... $159.06
Springfield-Mercy Medical .................. ................ $St. Francis Tues 5:45 PM................... ................ $St. George's Sponsorship/Step........... ................ $St. Marks Group................................. ................ $Step Ahead Lunch Bunch CEC........... ................ $Summit Group ................................... ................ $The Young and The Free ................... ................ $There Is A Solution Ginghamsburg ..... ................ $This Chip Of A Book .......................... ................ $Thomas Howard Group...................... ................ $Tipp City Group.................................. ................ $-
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Tipp City Group .............................................. $300.00
Total Abandon..................................................... $Tradition Only...................................................... $Trenton Group Tuesday....................................... $Trinity East.......................................................... $Trinity Lakeside ................................................... $Trotwood Group .................................................. $Troy 12 & 12 Wed................................................ $Troy AA/Alanon Combined................................... $Troy BB Disc Monday .......................................... $Troy Beginners .................................................... $Troy Friday Morning ............................................ $Troy Green and Growing ..................................... $Troy Happy Hour B B........................................... $Troy Recovery is a Journey ................................. $Troy Reed & Apply .............................................. $Troy Sat Morning Men’s....................................... $Troy Sat. AM Women .......................................... $Troy Spirituality Thurs.................. $30.00 ........ $30.00
Troy Tri-City ..................................................... $40.00
Troy Trinity Sunday ............................................. $Troy Welcome Home Group................................. $Troy Winners Sat................................................. $Troy Women’s Disc Thurs.................................... $Troy-The Best Is Yet To Come..... $80.00 ........ $80.00
Turn It Over B.B. ................................................. $Valley Group .................................................. $180.00
VAMC Group VA Center ...................................... $Vandalia Fri Night ........................................... $250.00
Vandalia Thurs AM .................... $100.00 ...... $345.00
Washington Church Road Group .................... $135.60
Waynesville B B Wednesday/Saturday................. $We Ain’t Saints.................................................... $We Still Ain't Saints.............................................. $Wed Night Group................................................. $Wed Women Grp, Aldersgate ......................... $180.00
Welcome Back Step ....................................... $155.00
West Alex Tues. Noon ......................................... $West Carrollton B B Thumpers............................. $West Carrollton Step Tues ......... $100.00 ...... $275.00
West Carrollton Thurs.......................................... $West Milton Monday .................. $200.00 ...... $600.00
Wilmington Monday Night .................................... $Wilmington Out To Lunch..................................... $Wilmington Saturday Night................................... $Wilmington Tuesday Night ................................... $Wilmington Wednesday ....................................... $Woes Be Gone.................................................... $Woman To Woman Seminar................................ $Women’s Under Construction .............................. $Women's Recovery Xenia.................................... $Xenia Bring the Donuts - BB - 12x12.................... $Xenia Country Club B.B. ...................................... $Xenia Friendship ......................... $50.00 ........ $50.00
Xenia Grow Up.................................................... $Xenia Serenity Seekers ....................................... $Xenia Serious About Serenity .............................. $Xenia Sharing Shes ............................................. $Xenia Thurs Early Risers ..................................... $Xenia Trebein...................................................... $Xenia Tuesday Evening ....................................... $Xenia Tuesday Morning ....................................... $Xenia Turn it over BB........................................... $Yellow Springs Jackson Rd.................................. $Yellow Springs No Name ................................ $120.00
Yellow Springs Relationship................................. $Yellow Springs Stepheads ........... $90.60 ........ $90.60
Yellow Springs Sunday ................................... $108.00
Yellow Springs Young People .............................. $Young & Free ...................................................... $Young Sobriety Step Group ................................. $Zippo Group ........................................................ $Memorials ................................... $25.00 ........ $25.00
Anonymous Contribution..........................................
TOTAL................................... $2,011.89 . $11,698.73

