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No choice in the matter of drink

For several weeks I had a
really visceral reaction to
the failure of another A.A.
to keep her word. It was out
of proportion to the
situation. Then I remembered something my sponsor pointed out. It’s in the
Fourth Step in the Twelve
and Twelve: “To see how
erratic emotions victimized us
often took a long time. We
could perceive them quickly in
others, but only slowly in
ourselves.”
I set out to discover where
someone else’s unreliability
was a mirror of my own
behavior. After some
thought, I realized I had
promised to send a package
to my sister-in-law and
hadn’t done it.
That thought immediately
eased the resentment I felt
about the other person’s
behavior. And the next day
I felt complete relief as I sent
the package on its way.
I thank God for good
sponsorship and I thank
God for A.A.
—Ann P.

I had no solution for my alcoholic malady before coming to
A.A., because I didn’t understand the nature of my problem.
I had always considered that my problem was the first
drink — that was wrong! My problem has never been
the first drink because by then it was too late.
My problem started long before! My problem started
with the thought of savoring the next shot of whisky, or
perhaps a snifter of Courvoisier (if I was in the chips).
Such consideration invoked a powerful yes or no
debating society severely affecting my alcoholic-decisionmaking-apparatus; you can easily guess which side was
awarded the laurel wreath!
Thus, the decision became surreptitiously embedded in my mind. I sometimes would
push it down till the weekend because one drink often meant missing work the next day.
Nevertheless, sometimes quickly, sometimes slowly, my fate was sealed. I was bound to
drink soon because there existed no choice in the matter of drink.
This was John Barleycorn’s cunning, powerful and patient obsession process:
contemplation – debate – decision – first drink, followed by the phenomenon of craving
with all the predictably disastrous consequences.
I was just as powerless before I took a drink as after I was afterward. This must be what
they mean by the phrase, “hopeless and helpless!”
But at six months sober, a wonderful new sponsor taught me how to develop a spiritual
experience as the result of living A.A.’s Twelve Steps.
This exciting inner transformation eventually freed me from the necessity of debating
whether to drink or not to drink.
On page 85, the Big Book tells us that, “the problem has been removed. It does not exist for
us.”
I no longer have a need to think the drink through, as was the case in early recovery,
because God has rewarded me with the same joyous release He gave Bill W. and Bill D.
(Big Book p. 191).
I am no longer incarcerated in the devil’s prison of the mental obsession because “If I
should drink” has been removed from my emotional vocabulary. Thank you God!
— Bob S., Richmond, IN
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120 W. 2nd St.
Liberty Tower, Suite 211
Dayton, OH 45402
(937) 222-2211
http://aadaytononline.org
centraloffice@aadaytononline.org

The business/distribution manager of Unity will retire from the position at the end of
the year. Patty B. has done a super job helping the newsletter dig out of financial
problems following the abrupt resignation of the former manager last year. Patty has
streamlined and organized the business/distribution process and is willing to train the
person who succeeds her. If you are interested in the position, please contact Central
Office or email daytonunity@gmail.com. You can also contact Patty B. at (937) 6230712 or pattypaints@me.com with specific questions.

Statement of purpose
A Declaration of Unity is the
monthly newsletter of the
Dayton, Ohio, and Area A.A.
Intergroup. Opinions
contained in articles are
strictly those of the authors.
Announcements are
informational only. Publication
of opinions, articles and
announcements does not
represent expressed or
implied endorsement or
approval by Alcoholics
Anonymous at any level.
Material identified as from
A.A. Conference-approved
literature or the Grapevine is
reprinted with permission. The
editors try to validate all
contributions and cite sources
when known.

Subscription information
A subscription form is
posted on our website:
www.daytonaaonline.org or
contact circulation manager
Patty B. at (937) 623-0712 or
pattypaints@me.com to
subscribe.

Article submissions
Deadline for submission of
articles, announcements, etc.
is the 15th of the month prior
to publication. Articles cannot
be returned unless
accompanied by a stamped,
self-addressed envelope. We
reserve the right to edit
submissions for clarity, proper
language, length, and
contents that violate A.A.
Traditions.
Please mail material to:
Unity, P.O. Box 10503,
Dayton, OH 45402-10503

E-mail guidelines
• E-mail articles and
announcements to:
daytonunity@gmail.com
• Please send attachments
using plain text or Word
(items will be edited to fit
the newsletter format and
might not appear as you
send them).
• Confirmations will be sent
only if requested.
• Submissions to the Unity
Post Office Box (bottom of
page 1) are also welcome.
• Questions? Call Ann P. at
(937) 415-1606.

We must give it away to keep it!
Remember early on in sobriety when getting to meetings and just not drinking was a full time
job? To me the Twelve Steps of A.A. were a foreign language, never mind those Twelve Traditions.
The old-timers did not understand that as a single mom working a full-time job, trying to get and
stay sober plus being of service was the last thing on my mind.
I took for granted there was a place to have an A.A. meeting. I took for granted that someone had
done the service work to set up the meeting room, make coffee and that there was A.A. literature
on hand to read and to share. I didn’t realize the beacon of hope called "service" found in
Alcoholics Anonymous was helping me stay sober one day at a time.
Months sober, my sponsor showed me how to chair meetings, but trust me, I did my share of
complaining about coffee making, coffee cup washing and ashtray cleaning.
Growing up in a small A.A. community, I began to be grateful to be a part of something greater
than myself and being able to give back to A.A. through service work. I believe if I had not been
shown selfless acts of service, I would have missed the challenges of serving in and for our beloved
A.A. Fellowship.
In 2005, moving to Cincinnati from a small rural town in Kansas, I was amazed and
overwhelmed at the hundreds of meetings each week as well as year round A.A. events.
Bill W. had some of the very same obstacles we do today getting members active in Alcoholics
Anonymous Service work. Here's a snippet of Bill's message about Service from The A.A. Service
Manual, pg. S1:
"Our Twelfth Step — carrying the message … is the basic service that the A.A. Fellowship gives;
this is our principal aim and the main reason for our existence. Hence, an A.A. service is anything
whatever that helps us to reach a fellow sufferer - ... ranging from the Twelfth Step itself to a tencent phone call and a cup of coffee. The sum total of all these services is our Third Legacy of
Service."
When I pull into a parking lot at an A.A. service meeting here in Southwest Ohio, whether it be at
the group, Intergroup, District or Area level, I can usually easily find a parking spot. I would love
to have to hunt for a parking space at these meetings like I do at the 'fun' events like annual
breakfasts, banquets or campouts. Have I lit the fire in your service beacon yet?
What if that still suffering Alcoholic were you? What if there was no A.A. meeting, no one
making coffee, no one procuring A.A. literature, or performing necessary service work to carry
Alcoholics Anonymous message? Where would you be?
So, perhaps my whole take on service work is a bit bent. I'm currently serving with your
Southwest Ohio General Area 56, Group Services Committee, learning and growing and staying
sober! I invite YOU to give back through service work in Alcoholics Anonymous. We would be
happy to hear from you and your groups. Email us at Area 56 Group Services Committee for your
opportunities at: group.services@aaarea56.org
In closing my prayer is that we relight the service beacon here in Southwest Ohio Area 56,
through you and your groups, Intergroups and Districts. I invite all A.A. members to join us as we
trudge the road of happy destiny as selfless service workers.
— Jorjann C.

Central Office comparison report for July 2017
SALES

% CHANGE

CONTRIBUTION

% CHANGE

COMBINED

% CHANGE

JULY 2017

$5,277.26

-8.8%

$4,4616.7

-10.6 %

$9,893.96

-9.7%

Y-T-D

$39,406.68

1.8%

$27,034.18

-3.6 %

$66,440.86

-0.4%

2016 AVERAGES

$5,509.42

$3,854.91

$9,364.34

Compared to July of 2016 we were down 9.7% in overall sales and contributions. Y-T-D we are only down slightly overall
from the Y-T-D 2016 at negative 0.4%.
Thanks to all of the new volunteers, we have a strong group of people operating the Nite Owl Program. We will probably
not have a training class again until October of 2017. In the meantime, anyone who would like to serve on the Nite Owl
phone service can call the Central Office at (937) 222-2211 to discuss the program and sign up for a class.
Our next Sobriety Birthday Club cake will be at Central office on Monday, Sept. 18, 2017.
We will be closed for Labor Day on September 4, 2017. Everyone enjoy a safe and sober holiday. We will resume with
our regular schedule on September 5th at 9:00 a.m.
— Kim G., Central Office Manager
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Our co-founder addresses problems other than alcohol
By Bill W.
Perhaps there is no suffering more
horrible than drug addiction, especially
that kind which is produced by morphine,
heroin, and other narcotics. Such drugs
twist the mind, and the awful process of
withdrawal racks the sufferer’s body.
Compared with the addict and his woes,
we alcoholics are pikers. Barbiturates,
carried to extremes, can be almost as bad.
In A.A. we have members who have made
great recoveries from both the bottle and
the needle. We also have a great many
others who were — or still are —
victimized by “goofballs” and even by the
new tranquilizers.
Consequently, this problem of drug
addiction in its several forms lies close to
us all. It stirs our deepest interest and
sympathy. In the world around us, we see
legions of men and women who are trying
to cure or escape their problems by this
means. Many A.A.s, especially those who
have suffered these particular addictions,
are now asking, “What can we do about
drugs — within our Fellowship, and
without?”
Because several projects to help pill and
drug takers are already afloat — projects
which use A.A.’s Twelve Steps and in
which A.A. members are active — there
has arisen a whole series of questions as to
how these efforts, already meeting with
not a little success, can be rightly related
to the A.A. groups and to A.A. as a whole.
Specifically, here is a list of questions: (1)
Can a non-alcoholic pill or drug addict
become an A.A. member? (2) Can such a
person be brought, as a visitor, to an open
A.A. meeting for help and inspiration? (3)
Can a pill or drug taker, who also has a
genuine alcoholic history, become a
member of A.A.? (4) Can A.A.s who have
suffered both alcoholism and addiction
form themselves into special-purpose
groups to help other A.A.s who are having
drug trouble? (5) Could such a specialpurpose group call itself an A.A. group?
(6) Could such a group also include nonalcoholic drug users? (7) If so, should
these non-alcoholic pill or drug users be
led to believe that they have become A.A.
members? (8) Is there any objection if
A.A.s who have had the dual problem join
outside groups, such as Narcotics
Anonymous?
While some of these questions almost
answer themselves, others do not. But all
of them, I think, can readily be resolved to
the satisfaction of everyone if we have a

good look at the A.A.
Traditions which
apply, and another
look at our long
experience with the
special-purpose
groups in which A.A.s
are active today —
both within and
without our Society.
Now there are
certain things that
A.A. cannot do for
anybody, regardless
of what our several desires or sympathies
may be.
Our first duty, as a society, is to insure
our own survival. Therefore, we have to
avoid distractions and multipurpose
activity. An A.A. group, as such, cannot
take on all the personal problems of its
members, let alone the problems of the
whole world.
Sobriety — freedom from alcohol —
through the teaching and practice of the
Twelve Steps is the sole purpose of an
A.A. group. Groups have repeatedly tried
other activities, and they have always
failed. It has also been learned that there is
no possible way to make non-alcoholics
into A.A. members. We have to confine
our membership to alcoholics, and we
have to confine our A.A. groups to a
single purpose. If we don’t stick to these
principles, we shall almost surely collapse.
And if we collapse, we cannot help
anyone.
To illustrate, let’s review some typical
experiences. Years ago, we hoped to give
A.A. membership to our families and to
certain non-alcoholic friends who had
been greatly helpful. They had their
problems, too, and we wanted them in our
fold. Regretfully, we found that this was
impossible. They couldn’t make straight
A.A. talks; nor, save a few exceptions,
could they identify with new A.A.
members. Hence, they couldn’t do
continuous Twelfth Step work.
Close to us as these good folks were, we
had to deny them membership. We could
only welcome them at our open meetings.
Therefore, I see no way of making nonalcoholic addicts into A.A. members.
Experience says loudly that we can admit
no exceptions, even though drug users
and alcoholics happen to be first cousins
of a sort. If we persist in trying this, I’m
afraid it will be hard on the drug user
himself, as well as on A.A. We must
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accept the fact that no non-alcoholic,
whatever his affliction, can be converted
into an alcoholic A.A. member.
Suppose, though, that we are
approached by a drug addict who
nevertheless has had a genuine alcoholic
history. There was a time when such a
person would have been rejected. Many
early A.A.s had the almost comical notion
that they were pure alcoholics — guzzlers
only, no other serious problems at all.
When alcoholic ex-cons and drug users
first turned up, there was much pious
indignation. “What will people think?”
chanted the pure alcoholics. Happily, this
foolishness has long since evaporated.
One of the best A.A.s I know is a man
who had been seven years on the needle
before he joined up with us. But prior to
that, he had been a terrific alcoholic, and
his history proved it. Therefore, he could
qualify for A.A., and this he certainly did.
Since then, he has helped many A.A.s and
some non-A.A.s with their pill and drug
troubles. Of course, that is strictly his
affair and in no way the business of the
A.A. group to which he belongs. In his
group, he is a member because, in actual
fact, he is an alcoholic.
Such is the sum of what A.A. cannot do
— for narcotics addicts or for anybody
else.
Now, then, what can be done? Very
effective answers to problems other than
freedom from alcohol have always been
found through special-purpose groups,
some of them operating within A.A. and
some on the outside.
Our first special-purpose group was
created way back in 1938. A.A. needed a
world service office and some literature. It
had a service problem that could not be
met by an A.A. group, as such. Therefore,
we formed a board of trustees (the
Alcoholic Foundation) to look after these
matters. Some of the trustees were
alcoholics, and some were non-alcoholics.
Obviously, this was not an A.A. group.
Instead, it was a group of A.A.s and nonA.A.s who devoted themselves to a special
task.
Another example: In 1940, the New York
A.A.s got lonesome and installed
themselves in a club. The club had
directors and dues-paying A.A. members.
For a long time, the club members and
directors thought that they were an A.A.
group. But after a while, it was found that
lots of A.A.s who attended meetings at
Continued on Page 4.

Problems other than alcohol
Continued from Page 3

BIG BOOK QUIZ
By Twila W.

1. This is not to say that all alcoholics are ___(p.141)
and upright when not drinking.
2. We would like it understood that our alcoholic
work is an ___(p.xiii 3rdEd.).
3. Most of us have believed that if we remained
sober for a long stretch, we could thereafter drink
___(p.33).
4. Our friends thought a ___(p.3) commission
should be appointed.
5. Momentarily we did — then would come
___(p.151) and the awful awakening to face the
hideous Four Horsemen — Terror, Bewilderment,
Frustration and Despair.
6. This man and over one hundred others appear to
have ___(p.xxiii 3rdEd.).
7. Some drinkers have ___(p.23) with which they
are satisfied part of the time.
8. For most cases, there is virtually no other
___(p.43).
9. There I humbly offered myself to God, as I
___(p.13) understood Him, to do with me as He
would.
10. They had seen ___(p.161), and one was to come
to them.

Happy Birthday to You!
Most of us enjoy celebrating our sober birthday
by receiving a token on our
anniversary.
Another tradition is to donate money to mark the date
and show gratitude to the fellowship.
With gratitude in mind,
Central Office had established
the Birthday Club.
A donation on your anniversary is a
simple way of giving back to the program that has
given so much to you.
Members will be invited to share in a cake
served once each quarter at Central Office and
will receive a free bronze anniversary token if they
bring their contribution to the office in person.
For more information or to have an enrollment
brochure mailed to you, contact Central Office at
(937) 222-2211.

July birthday club members: Alex S.,
Jimmy J. and Pam H.

Old 24th didn’t care one hoot for the club, as such. Hence, the
management of the club (for its social purpose) had to be completely
separated from the management of the A.A. group that came there
to hold its meetings. It took years of hassling to prove that you couldn’t
put an A.A. group into the club business and make it stick.

Everywhere today, club managements and their dues-paying
members are seen as special-purpose groups, not as A.A. groups.
The same thing has happened with drying-out places and Twelfth
Step houses managed by A.A.s. We never think of these activities
as A.A. groups. They are clearly seen as the functions of interested
individuals who are doing helpful and often very valuable jobs.
Some years ago, a number of us A.A.s wanted to enter the field of
alcohol education. I was one of them. We associated ourselves with
some non-alcoholics, likewise interested. The non-alcoholics
wanted A.A.s because they needed our experience, philosophy, and
general slant. Things were fine until some of us A.A.s publicly
disclosed our membership in the educational group. Right away,
the public got the idea that this particular brand of alcohol
education and Alcoholics Anonymous were one and the same
thing. It took years to change this impression. But now that this
correction has been made, plenty of A.A. members work in this
field, and we are glad that they do.
It was thus proven that, as individuals, we can carry the A.A.
experience and ideas into any outside field whatever, provided that
we guard anonymity and refuse to use the A.A. name for moneyraising or publicity purposes.
I’m very sure that these experiences of yesterday can be the basis
of resolving today’s confusion about the narcotics problem. This
problem is new, but the A.A. experience and Traditions, which can
solve it are already old and time-tested. I think we might sum it up
like this:
We cannot give A.A. membership to non-alcoholic narcotics
addicts. But, like anyone else, they should be able to attend certain
open A.A. meetings, provided, of course, that the groups
themselves are willing.
A.A. members who are so inclined should be encouraged to band
together in groups to deal with sedative and drug problems. But
they ought to refrain from calling themselves A.A. groups.
There seems to be no reason why several A.A.’s cannot join, if
they wish, with a group of straight addicts to solve the alcohol and
the drug problem together. But, obviously, such a dual-purpose
group should not insist that it be called an A.A. group, nor should
it use the A.A. name in its title. Neither should its straight-addict
contingent be led to believe that they have become A.A. members
by reason of such an association.
Certainly, there is every good reason for interested A.A.s to join
with outside groups working on the narcotics problem, provided
the Traditions of anonymity and of no endorsements are respected.
In conclusion, I want to say that throughout A.A.’s history, most
of our special-purpose groups have accomplished very wonderful
things. There is great reason to hope that those A.A.s who are now
working in the grim regions of narcotics addiction will achieve
equal success.
In A.A., the group has strict limitations, but the individual has
scarcely any. Remembering to observe the Traditions of anonymity
and non-endorsement, he can carry A.A.’s message into every
troubled area of this very troubled world.
w
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Meetings seeking support
Have you started a new meeting? Does your meeting need
support? Has your group changed location, time or format? Let
Unity know!
Sunday, 7:30 p.m., Forest Park Group, O-L, Crossroads Club, 5235 Main St.,
Dayton. Needs Support
Monday through Friday, 6 a.m., Upon Awakening Group, O-D based on
Daily Reflection reading Southside Club. 3040 Valleywood Dr., Kettering.
Needs Support
Monday, 7 p.m. Monday Eve’s Group C-D (Women) Fairmont Presbyterian
Church, 3705 Far Hills Ave, Kettering.

Service meetings
Sept. 14 — Dayton Area Intergroup Meeting, 8 p.m. Suite 614 Liberty Tower,
120 W. Second St., downtown Dayton. Parking free on street. Minutes from last
meeting on Page 6.
Area 56 meetings
Sept. 16 GSR School and Assembly (9 a.m.)
Sept. 17 Area Committee Meeting (noon)
Oct. 15 Area Committee Meeting (noon)
If your group doesn’t have an Intergroup Representative and a General Service
Representative VOLUNTEER! Service keeps us sober!

Monday, 7:30 p.m. Chairman’s Choice, OD, Northside Fellowship Club.
Monday, 7:30 p.m. How It Works Group (ticket meeting) MOVED to Memorial
Presbyterian Church, 1541 S. Smithville Rd., Dayton.
Monday, 8 p.m. Hilltop Group, St. Mark's Lutheran Church 100 E. Main St.,
Fairborn.
Monday, 8 p.m. Bellbrook O-D, Centerbrook Church 4030 W. Franklin St.,
(Ohio 725) Bellbrook.
Tuesday, 4 p.m. O-BB Study at Southside Club. 3040 Valleywood Dr.,
Kettering.
Tuesday 7p.m. We Agnostics Too, O-D Meeting, Center for Spiritual Living,
4100 Benfield Dr., Kettering, OH NEW MEETING
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. O-D Meeting Springboro Franklin Club, 778 West Central,
Springboro.
Tuesday, 5:30pm Sober and Grateful Group O-D, One Elizabeth Place,
Cincinnati and Albany Sts., Room 170 Dayton.
Wednesday, 7 p.m. Woes-Be-Gone C-BB (Women) Center for Spiritual
Living, 4100 Benfield Drive, Kettering.
Wednesday 7:30 p.m. O-L Trinity Lakeside Group has MOVED to the
Upshaw A.M.E, Church 256 Shoop Ave., Dayton.
Wednesday, 8 p.m., Pass It On Group, O-CC First Presbyterian Church 1130
Highview, Fairborn.
Wednesday, 8:30 p.m., Sober Flyers, O-L, Kennedy Union, U.D. Room 311
Thursday, 4 p.m. Drop the Rock (Women’s) book study, Southside Club,
3040 Valleywood Dr., Kettering.
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. O-D Meeting, Springboro Franklin Club, 778 West
Central, Springboro.
Friday, 7 p.m., O-D Relationships in Sobriety, Southside Club, 3040
Valleywood Dr., Kettering.
Friday, 8 p.m. SOS Group Step meeting 12&12 first Friday, Sponsorship last
Friday, Traditions & Steps in between. Englewood United Methodist Church
107 N. Walnut St., Englewood.
Friday, 10 p.m., Resolving Resentments, Northside Fellowship Club, 7079 E.
Taylorsville Rd. Huber Hts., OH
Saturday, 11 a.m. Women’s Discussion, at Unity Center, formerly West
Dayton Club, 3359 W. Second St., Dayton.
Saturday, Noon Before Saturday Night Group at Crossroads Club, 5235 N.
Main St., Dayton.
Saturday, 12:30 p.m. C-Step Study at South Side Club, 3040 Valleywood Dr.,
Kettering. Needs Support
Saturday 5:30 p.m. High Hopes Group, O-D, Centerville United Methodist
Church, 63 E. Franklin St.
Saturday, 7 p.m. La Luz Group at 427 Steele Ave., Dayton. St. Mary’s Center
behind the church. It’s open to all and is a Big Book CD study in Spanish.
Needs Support
Saturday, 7 p.m. Saturday Night’s Special Group Epiphany Lutheran
Church, 6430 Far Hills Ave., Centerville.

AADaytonOnline.org,
the official website for
the Dayton Area A.A.
Intergroup, is being
redesigned. It’s easier to
use, easier to search
and has helpful
information for local
members as well as
visitors from out of town.
Check it out! And while
you’re at it, drop a line to
the webmaster to let him
know what you think.

Alco-Aides Club

Trotwood Group
31st anniversary
Thursday, Sept. 21
Trotwood Church
of the Brethren
208 E Main St., Trotwood, OH
• Setup 5 p.m.
• Eat 6 p.m.
• Lead 7 p.m.
Group will provide meat and
bread. Please bring a dish to
share.

2206 E. Third St., Dayton, OH

• Breakfast on Sundays, 8 a.m. to 9:45 a.m., before the 10 a.m. lead meeting. $5 buys
eggs, home fries, bacon or sausage, toast or biscuits, juice and small coffee.
• Artists wanted to display artwork in our card room. Call Terry at 254-0067.
• Volunteers needed to work at our food counter. Must be at least 30 days sober. Earn
cash by the tips that you make. Call Terry or Miranda at 254-0067 or stop in and apply.
• Alco-Aides houses the Dayton Area Intergroup Archives.
• Saturday Breakfast Club 8 a.m. until noon. All-you-can-eat-pancakes $2.50+ tax.
• You can rent Alco-Aides Club card room for as little a $10 for your event: baby shower,
bridal shower, meeting, and family event
• Labor Day Weekend cookout, Sept. 2, 3 and 4. Hot dogs and hamburgers from the grill
with all the fixin’s, starting at 1 p.m., lasting all day. Bring a side dish if you would like.
$2.50 per plate.
• Saturday, Sept. 9, Little Feets kids time at Alco-Aides, from1 to 4 p.m. Bring your kids to
a safe place to hang out.
Mother & Son Dance, 8 p.m. to midnight, Admission is $5 for mother/son
couples, $4 for non-members, $3.50 for members.
• Saturday, Sept. 16, noon to 4 p.m., CAR WASH, donations accepted.
KARAOKE 8 p.m. to midnight, free admission, family friendly event.
• Saturday, Sept. 30, final planning session for 60th anniversary of Alco-Aides.
• Saturday, Oct. 7, noon until ? Alco-Aides 60th anniversary open house. Bring family and
friends to this mega event. Refreshments to be served. Donations accepted.
• Saturday, Oct. 14, Little Feets kids time at Alco-Aides, 1pm to 4pm. Bring your kids to a
safe place to hang out.
• Saturday, Oct. 21, Big Book Bob and his 12 Step Workshop, from 1 to 5 p.m.
• Saturday, Oct. 28, Halloween Dance, 8 p.m. to midnight, with DJ Dave. Admission $4
for non-members, $3.50 for members.

Saturday, 7 p.m. Page Manor Group, Northside Fellowship Club. 7079 E.
Taylorsville Rd. Huber Hts., NEW TIME
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Aug. 10 Intergroup meeting minutes
CHAIR: John B. speedjb22@yahoo.com
SECRETARY: Sam K. daytonintergroup@gmail.com
VICE CHAIR: Kathy H. khassig@gmail.com
TREASURER: Jim T. jmtorbett@gmail.com

Welcome: Standing in for John B., Kathy H.
opened the meeting with the Serenity Prayer. Robin
S. read the Preamble and Becky. read the Twelve
Traditions.
Announcements:
• Glen S. thanked all who helped set up the room.
• Angie J. circulated a sympathy card for Pam H.
Funeral for her husband Dick H. was Aug. 10
• Chuck R. reminded all of Men’s Workshop.
• Carl G. announced that Alco-Aides 60th
Anniversary party will be Oct. 7 beginning at noon.
• Ann P. announced the Women’s Spiritual Retreat
at Maria Stein Sept. 8-10.
August A.A. Birthdays: None
New Representatives: Becky from Sisters in
Sobriety at NFC.
Secretary’s Report: Ann P. standing in for Sam K.
said minutes appear each month in the Unity
newsletter.
Treasurer’s Report:
Opening balance ......................................................... $12,584.04
Deposits ......................................................................... $1,554.20
Total Checks ..................................................................... $385.00
Closing balance ........................................................... $13,753.24
Big Change from Small Change Balance ...................... $1,963.44
CD Balance ................................................................... $5,449.20

Big Change from Small Change Contributions
NOTE: Anyone taking meetings into correctional facilities
may contact Central Office or the corrections chair for
information on how to access this fund for literature.

Group Name
July
YTD
Full Measures Group .............................. ......................... $235.00
Maple Grove .......................................... ........................... $59.00
No Name Group - Yellow Springs .......... ......................... $168.00
S.M.A.R.T. Group – CRC ................. $50.00 .................... $147.91
Shared Beginnings Oakwood ......... $182.73 .................... $182.73
Sharing Shes .......................................... ......................... $146.00
Sisters in Sobriety – NFC ....................... ........................... $17.98
Sobriety for Lunch Bunch ................... $7.00 ...................... $23.00
Spiritual Maintenance – CR .............. $95.78 .................... $250.93
Springboro/Franklin ................................ ........................... $16.00
Stepheads .............................................. ........................... $50.00
Thursday Night W. Carrollton ................. ......................... $100.00
Trinity East ........................................ $36.19 .................... $104.78
Washington Church Group ............... $60.00 .................. $102.00
Zippo ....................................................... ........................... $60.00
Checks written ........................................ ......................... $331.00
Monthly Balance ................................... ......................... $101.20
Ending Balance ..................................... ...................... $1,963.44

If your group collects Big Change contributions, you
can drop it off at Central Office.
Treasurer Jim T. said that contributions for Big
Change from Small Change increased a little in
July. Keep up the good work.
Central Office Report:
• Literature sales down 8.8% for July, up 1.8% YTD.
• Contributions down 10.6% for July, down 3.6%
YTD.
• Thanks to new Nite Owl volunteers, we have a
strong group of people staffing the program. We
likely won’t have another training class until

• A proposal was made to survey the membership
and event attendees on which changes they prefer:
two breakfasts instead of a dinner, raise prices on
the dinner or other solutions.

October. If you’re interested in serving on Nite Owl,
please call Central Office.
• Central Office will be closed Sept. 4 for Labor Day.
As usual, Nite Owl will be in operation.
• Next Sobriety Birthday Club cake will be at Central
Office Monday, Sept. 18.

Web: Chris P. has rebuilt the aadaytononline.org
site and will activate it this week. It will include an
app for Apple and Android users called Meeting
Guide that allows quick searches from smart
phones and tablets for meetings all over the
country. Dayton will be the first in Ohio to use this
system.

Archives: Tom M. announced 60th Anniversary at
Alco Aides beginning at noon Oct. 7.
• He is also looking for anything members would like
to add to archives.
• Group histories are also much needed. As oldtimers die, we are losing much local A.A. history.

Membership: Angie J. Welcomed new rep.
Solicited Kathy H. to bring dessert for December. All
months in 2017 are covered.
GSR: Chuck B. n8uw@sbcglobal.net
• Area Assembly and GSR School Sept. 16 from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. at St. John Lutheran Church, 470
South Gebhart Church Road, Miamisburg, OH
45342

Unity: Ann P. daytonunity@gmail.com
Announced that Unity’s business/distribution
manager, Patty B., has decided to retire from that
position. She will remain until the end of the year
and will train anyone interested in taking over this
very important role. Please contact Central Office or
email daytonunity@gmail.com if you’d like more
information.
• As always, please send all contributions by the
15th of the month through the link at
aadaytononline.org or directly to
daytonunity@gmail.com.

Grapevine: POSITION OPEN.
• Go to http://www.aagrapevine.org to explore what
online Grapevine offers.
Old Business: None.
New Business: Intergroup unanimously approved
expenditure of $50 for pamphlets and handouts for
the 4th Annual FOA Rally 4 Recovery at Courthouse
Square from 3 to 6 p.m. Aug. 27. Intergroup is a
non-sponsor attendee and will have an information
table at this event.

Public Information & Cooperation with the
Professional Community:
warreng1aa@gmail.com Warren G. provided an
extensive report on progress with this committee.
• Morningstar, Nova House 28-day residential
treatment center at 136 Heid Ave., needs
volunteers to chair meetings on Fridays at 1 p.m.
Warren is working on getting enough reliable
volunteers to create a rotation so that the
commitment is only once every five weeks. If you
are interested, please contact Warren.
• Tentatively in March there will be a need for
volunteers to give a one-hour presentation to
nurses at Kettering Health Network. More info to
come.
• Access Hospital Dayton is looking for A.A.
members to talk to patients. More info to come.
• Montgomery County Department of Job and
Family Services, Child Support at the job Center
want our help to get information to people in
recovery who can benefit by reducing red tape
offering direct contact to caseworkers.

Next Intergroup meeting is September
14 at 8 p.m. in Suite 614 of the Liberty
Tower, 120 W. 2nd St. downtown.
Coming events for
Area 56 Southwest Ohio
Sept. 16 GSR School and Assembly (9 a.m.)
Sept. 17 Area Committee Meeting (noon)
Oct 15 Area Committee Meeting (noon)
GSR School and Assembly
Where: St. John's Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 470 South Gebhart Church Road,
Miamisburg OH 45342
When: GSR School begins at 9 a.m., Assembly
begins at 10 a.m.
Hosted by: Area 56 Group Services
Committee

Corrections: No report.
Outreach: Dave S. proximo@woh.rr.com No longer
a part of Intergroup but continues to process
requests for Big Books, especially from Marysville
Women’s prison. Kathy H. will contact Columbus
Intergroup to see if they can take over contact with
Marysville.
Special Events: Phil B. pbayley@woh.rr.com
Speaker for Nov. 12 Breakfast will be Tom G. of
Traverse City, MI.
• Phil will continue to contact other venues and
negotiate with Sinclair to see if prices can be
reduced after a big price jump this year.
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Ø

A G.S.R. (General Service Representative) School is
an informative workshop where you can learn how to
be the best G.S.R. for your group. Attendance is
open to all interested members of Alcoholics
Anonymous. You can participate in helpful
presentations by Trusted Servants with experience
regarding General Service and the A.A. Service
Structure.
Questions? Call: Polly H. (513) 312-7895 or
Jorjann C. (513) 677-1695 or email

group.services@aaarea56.org

Central Office July Report
TELEPHONE ACTIVITY
A.A. Related Calls ............................................ 311
Twelve Step Calls ................................................. 2
Narcotics Anonymous........................................... 5
Adult Children Of Alcoholics ................................. 0
Miscellaneous ....................................................... 0
Total Calls......................................................... 318
FINANCIAL SUMMARY
BEGINNING BALANCE.......................... $11,345.40
INCOME
Group Contributions (with B’day Club) ..... $4,616.70
Literature Sales ........................................ $5,277.26
Printing Reserve .............................................. $Refund from purchase ..................................... $* Total monthly income ............................. $9,893.96
TOTAL .................................................... $21,239.36
EXPENSES
Rent and Utilities ......................................... $385.00
Phone, listing, Internet- includes Night Owl . $243.53
Parking ........................................................ $135.00
Wages ...................................................... $2,150.40
Office Supplies and Expenses..................... $272.21
Literature Purchases ................................ $3,675.17
Postage-Freight ........................................... $162.82
Accounting Service ...................................... $137.50
Taxes-WH-State-Local-Sales Tax-BWC .. $1,552.35
Merchant Services Expense .......................... $66.27
Subcription- No Booze News....................... $238.16
Contribution- State Convention ....................... $Conference Expense ....................................... $Contribution-Dayton Area Intergroup............... $Contribution-General Service-A.A.WS ............ $Contribution-SW Ohio Area 56 ........................ $Adjustment to balance .................................. $(1.74)
* Total monthly expenses ......................... $9,016.67
MONTH END BALANCE ....................... $12,222.69

* NOTE: July income did cover July expenses.
If your group does not support Central Office,
Area 56 and GSO, ask why!

Dayton Area Central Office
120 W. 2nd St., Liberty Tower, Suite 211
Dayton, OH 45402

(937) 222-2211
http://aadaytononline.org
centraloffice@aadaytononline.org
Credit cards are accepted!

Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to Noon
Books, CDs, tokens, jewelry, book covers

MW2
A.A. Men’s Workshop at Butler Springs
Sept. 15-17 NOTE PRICE INCREASE!
Registration limited to 165. Bring bedding, towels, pillows and toiletries. Cost for the
weekend, which includes meals, lodging and refreshments, is $90. There are 4 hookups
at the same cost of $90. Tent Campers or RV Campers welcomed at same cost of $90.
Non-Smoking. Registration $30 non-refundable with the remaining $60 due on arrival.
Saturday only $45.
Info: (937) 866-3245 www.MW2workshop.com
Make checks payable to: MW2 Workshop and mail to: MW2 Workshop, 1104 Sherwood
Forest Dr., West Carrollton, OH 45449
Name ____________________________________________________________
Phone_________________________ Email ______________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________ State ____ ZIP ________
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July Contributions
NOTE: Groups that did not contribute
in the past 12 months will not be listed
until they contribute.
CLUB ........................................... JULY ............ YTD
ALCO AIDES
Saturday "Early Bird" .............................. ............ $184.80
CROSSROADS
Attitude Adjustment ................................ ............ $120.00
Big Book Study Group 5:30 ................... .............. $Forest Park ............................................. .............. $60.00
It's In The Book ....................................... ............ $120.00
Keep It Simple ........................................ .............. $42.00
Noon Ego Busters .................................. .............. $24.00
S.M.A.R.T. ....................................... $35.00 ........ $95.00
Sat. Before Sat. Night ...................... $12.80 ........ $46.80
Spiritual Maintenance ...................... $53.82 ...... $237.96
This is Your Meeting YPAA-DAY............ ............ $123.00
Thurs. Serenity ....................................... .............. $24.00
Time for Joy ............................................ .............. $30.00
We Care Group ...................................... ............ $120.00
Wed. Night Men ...................................... ............ $150.00
Wed. Night Women ................................ .............. $Woman To Woman Saturday ................. .............. $45.00
NORTHSIDE FELLOWSHIP
A Message Of Recovery......................... .............. $Beginner Meeting ................................... .............. $Bill W. Big Book Disc. ............................. ............ $120.00
Celebrating Sobriety ............................... .............. $Chairman’s Choice Monday ................... .............. $Daily Reprieve Group ............................. .............. $60.00
Deeper Reed .......................................... .............. $Discovery Group ..................................... .............. $Keep It Simple ........................................ .............. $Monday AM ............................................ .............. $New Beginning ....................................... .............. $Open Discussion Saturday ..................... .............. $Sisters In Sobriety .................................. .............. $Steps Tuesday........................................ .............. $Sunlight Of The Spirit ............................. .............. $Take The Steps-Elevator’s Broke ........... .............. $SOUTHSIDE
3 M Men's Discussion ............................. ............ $240.00
541 Group............................................... .............. $84.00
A Way Of Life ......................................... .............. $60.00
Acceptance Group .................................. .............. $Beyond Group Wed AM.......................... ............ $180.00
Bigger Than Life Group .......................... .............. $52.00
Big Book Friday ...................................... .............. $Bring Y’r Own Brown Bag ....................... .............. $80.24
Chairman’s Choice Thurs. ...................... ............ $160.00
Gaay Group ............................................ .............. $50.00
Forward Step .......................................... .............. $Happy Hour ............................................ ............ $169.00
Joe & Charlie .......................................... .............. $90.00
Just Say Noon ........................................ .............. $Letting Go ............................................... ............ $131.10
Nothing Else Worked Step ..................... .............. $Over The Hump Step.............................. .............. $60.00
One day At A Time ........................ $100.00 ...... $100.00
Self worth Group..................................... .............. $60.00
Serenity Sunday Morning ....................... ............ $617.86
SOUTHSIDE .......................................... ............ YTD
Sharing She's ................................ $120.00 ...... $251.00
Singles Group ......................................... .............. $Sister's Step Study ................................. .............. $Sunday Afternoon Step Group ............... .............. $Wednesday Noon Step........................... ............ $149.00
Women's Sober Connection ................... .............. $72.00
You Are Not Alone .................................. .............. $Southside "Step" (unknown) ................... .............. $40.00
SPRINGBORO/FRANKLIN
Franklin 12 Steppers .............................. .............. $-

Living in the Solution ....................... $46.80 ........ $98.40
Mid-Day Sobriety Groups ....................... ............ $608.74
WESTSIDE CLUB
A Way Of Life .................................. $49.30 ...... $114.05
Beginner’s Group.................................... .............. $Big Book Disc Sunday ............................ .............. $42.00
Sunday Morning Delphos ....................... .............. $78.00
NON-CLUB GROUPS
A B Big Book Study Thurs ...................... .............. $A Vision For You............................ $359.00 ...... $909.00
Acceptance In The Heights .................... ............ $708.00
Afternoon Delight .................................... .............. $Aley-Beaver Acceptance Thurs .............. ............ $225.87
Back To Basics Beginners...................... .............. $Back To The Basics......................... $30.00 ........ $30.00
Beavercreek Pass It On.......................... .............. $Beavercreek Wake up ............................ .............. $Beavercreek Wed Night................. $100.00 ...... $100.00
Bellbrook Monday Night .................. $23.00 ........ $70.00
Bill's Bunch ............................................. .............. $52.00
Brown Bag CEC ..................................... ............ $230.00
CADAS Group ............................... $106.19 ...... $106.19
Cedarville Village Group ......................... .............. $Celina Sun Group ................................... .............. $Choices (New Meeting) .......................... .............. $Coldwater Friday Night ........................... .............. $50.00
Complete Abandon ........................ $120.00 ...... $120.00
Downtowners Gay .................................. .............. $50.00
Eaton Tues & Thurs................................ .............. $Englewood Friendship Group ................. .............. $Evening Of Hope .................................... ............ $230.00
Fairborn Flimsy Reed ............................. ............ $250.00
Fairborn Group Tues ..................... $100.00 ...... $120.00
Fairborn Hilltop Disc ............................... .............. $Fairborn Just Us Gals Getting Sober...... ............ $201.00
Fairborn Noon Group.............................. .............. $Fairborn Working On It .................. $102.00 ...... $187.25
Faitborn St. Mark's Tues ........................ .............. $25.00
Fort Serenity ........................................... .............. $Friday Night Live..................................... ................ $9.22
Germantown Group Friday ..................... ............ $250.00
God Help Us-New Carlisle...................... ............ $120.00
Grapevine At Brookville .......................... .............. $Greeenville - Do Not Take So Ser. ......... .............. $25.00
Greenville - Brown Bag........................... .............. $25.00
Greenville - Easy Does It ........................ .............. $Hart Street ..................................... $163.20 ...... $523.80
Harvest Of Hope ..................................... ............ $378.10
Honey Creek NC .................................... .............. $80.00
How It Works ................................. $180.00 ...... $660.00
Huber Hts. Aloha At The Gate ................ .............. $Huber Serenity............................... $166.90 ...... $166.90
Huber True Ambitions............................. ............ $180.00
I Can Group ................................... $100.00 ...... $300.00
In the Heart of It All .......................... $57.60 ...... $125.60
Introduction To The Steps ...................... .............. $Jacksonburg Group ................................ .............. $Jansen Center ........................................ .............. $Kettering Rebels .............................. $50.00 ...... $150.00
La Luz ..................................................... .............. $Lamplighter Spiritual Group .................... .............. $Language Of The Heart .......................... .............. $Lebanon 12X12 ...................................... .............. $16.70
Lebanon Discussion Group .................... .............. $Lincoln Park ..................................... $60.00 ...... $226.59
Maple Grove Group ................................ ............ $420.00
Medway Full Measure Group ................. ............ $200.00
Miamisburg Big Book Disc............... $60.32 ...... $113.32
Miamisburg Burg Group Sun ........... $19.50 ...... $212.21
Miamisburg New Hope ........................... .............. $Miamisburg One Step Closer ........ $246.00 ...... $794.00
Middletown Spiritual Maintenance .......... .............. $14.80
Minster Down to Earth Group ................. .............. $50.00
Montezuma 12 & 12 ............................... ............ $131.05
Moon City Wapak ................................... .............. $60.00
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Needmore Sobriety................................. .............. $New Carlisle 12x12................................. .............. $New Lebanon .................................. $73.00 ...... $231.00
Nutt Rd Fri .............................................. .............. $62.10
Nutt Rd Thurs ......................................... .............. $31.50
Nutt Rd Tues .......................................... .............. $One Day At A Time ODAT-Kett .............. ............ $200.00
Ontario Group ........................................ ............ $119.00
PAL Group .............................................. ............ $109.00
Pass It On - Fairborn .............................. .............. $84.00
Pioneer Group-Covington ....................... .............. $Progress Not Perfection ......................... .............. $S Group .................................................. .............. $S O S ...................................................... .............. $Saturday Night's All Right ....................... .............. $Saturday's Special ......................... $125.00 ...... $375.00
Shared Beginnings Oakwood ................. ............ $540.00
Sidney Noon .................................. $840.00 ... $1,240.00
Sidney Primary Purpose ......................... .............. $Sidney Wednesday Night ....................... .............. $Sobriety For Lunch Bunch ............... $81.00 ...... $162.82
Springfield- Friday Nite Live ................... .............. $St. Francis ............................................. ............ $210.00
St. George's Sponsorship/Step .............. .............. $St. Marks Group ..................................... ............ $360.00
Step Heads ............................................. .............. $90.00
Study The Solution .......................... $60.00 ...... $135.00
Sunday Big Book .................................... .............. $Thanks for Being Here............................ .............. $30.00
The Good Shepherd Group .................... .............. $This Chip Of A Book ............................... .............. $Thomas Howard Group .......................... .............. $Tipp City Group ...................................... .............. $Trinity East.............................................. ............ $165.00
Trinity Lakeside ...................................... ............ $115.00
Trotwood Group...................................... ............ $440.61
Troy Green and Growing ................. $77.27 ...... $291.75
Troy Spirituality Thurs............................. .............. $Troy Trinity Sunday ......................... $75.00 ...... $155.00
Troy- Saturday Morning Men's ............... ............ $140.00
Troy-The Best Is Yet To Come ...... $200.00 ...... $200.00
Tues. Nite Men's NFC - CLOSED .......... .............. $53.93
Unity of Spirit .......................................... .............. $Valley Group ........................................... ............ $110.40
VAMC Group VA Center......................... ............ $120.00
Vandalia Fri Night ................................... ......... $1,000.00
Vandalia Thurs AM .......................... $85.00 ...... $750.00
Washington Church Road Group ........... ............ $326.96
Wed Women Grp, Aldersgate................. ............ $206.58
Welcome Back Step ............................... ............ $505.00
West Alex Tues. Noon ............................ ............ $100.00
West Carrollton- Living Sober.......... $36.00 ........ $36.00
West Carrollton Step Tues ..................... .............. $West Carrollton Thurs............................. ............ $866.95
West Milton Monday ...................... $175.00 ...... $678.72
Wilmington Just Be There ...................... .............. $Wilmington-Put It together/Keep it together..................
$106.50
Woes Be Gone ....................................... .............. $Women’s Under Construction................. ............ $240.00
Working On It.......................................... .............. $Xenia Country Club B.B.......................... .............. $Xenia Early Risers Tue/Thur/Fri ............. ............ $240.00
Xenia Grow Up ....................................... ............ $120.00
Xenia Hope Shot .................................... .............. $90.00
Xenia Sharing Shes ................................ .............. $Yellow Springs No Name........................ ............ $102.84
Yellow Springs Stepheads...................... .............. $Yellow Springs Sunday.................. $200.00 ...... $402.34
YPAA ...................................................... .............. $10.00
Zippo Group............................................ ............ $480.00
Linda R (need info) ................................. ............ $102.00
Memorial - John T................................... .............. $50.00
Memorial - Sheryl B. ........................ $30.00 ........ $30.00
TOTAL........................................ $4,518.70 . $26,509.05

