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We AAs rise to
meet challenges
I’ve been in Zoom meetings
exclusively since early April
and find that just like in-person
meetings, I find what I seek:
solid recovery, opportunities for
service and sponsorship, as well
as a host of new friends.
There are many new AAs
with months of sobriety who
have never attended an inperson meeting. We fondly
refer to them as Zoom Babies.
We alcoholics are resilient and
adaptive. When sobriety is the
goal, we go to any length.
It reminds me of the Third
Step in the Twelve and Twelve,
which says, “When World War II
broke out, this spiritual principle
(dependence on a Higher Power)
had its first major test… Would the
kind of dependence they had
learned in AA carry them through?
Well, it did. They had even fewer
alcoholic lapses or emotional binges
than AAs safe at home did. They
were just as capable of endurance
and valor as any other soldiers….
Their dependence upon a Higher
Power worked. And far from being
a weakness, this dependence was
their chief source of strength.”
The pandemic may challenge
us, but we rise to the occasion.
Thank God for our many ways
of connecting to AA.
— Ann P.
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Intergroup meets at 7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 10, via Zoom.
ID: 366 741 172 PW: 500776.
All area AA members are welcome to attend.
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Bill W.’s Christmas present
On a bleak November day in 1934, Bill W. was in the process of receiving — albeit unknowingly — a Christmas present beyond his
Out of self,
dreams: a visit from an old schoolmate, Ebby T., who explained how
Into God,
he had found sobriety via religious ideas of the Oxford Group.
Into others
Bill was amazed, yet unimpressed. He thought: “My gin will outlast
his preaching.” (p. 9) But it did not! Bill’s curiosity about his friend’s success eventually led Bill to the doors of Towns Hospital a few weeks later.
He was released with a full week of sobriety on Dec. 18, just one week before
Christmas. He never drank again.
But that was only a beginning. While in the hospital he had had a personality change that
altered his life. He previously had never wanted anything more than to be a rich member of
the Wall Street crowd, as he was before drinking ruined that high point of his life. However,
before leaving the hospital the thought came to him, “There were thousands of hopeless alcoholics
who might be glad to have what had been so freely given to me. Perhaps I could help some of them. They
in turn might work with others.” (P. 14)
Bill’s real Christmas present was a complete personality change as described by Dr. Carl
Jung: “Old ideas, emotions and attitudes are suddenly cast aside and replaced by a new set of
conceptions and motives.” (p. 27) Well, did Bill go back to Wall Street? No, he did not! He went
down to Calvary Mission and brought home a disheveled and perhaps not so good-smelling
wino to his fancy Brooklyn Heights home. He fed him and prayed with him, but the drunk got
drunk. So, he went back, tried again and the same thing happened. Did he give up and go
back to Wall Street? No, he did not! He went back to that mission again and again through
January, February and March of 1935 and guess what? They all kept drinking!
What a personality change! What a wonderful Christmas present! Not just getting sober, but
a strong desire to help others. We call this Step Twelve today, but this personality change was
not only Bill’s exciting Christmas Present — it was certainly ours, as well!
— Bob S., Richmond, IN

Seeking a comfort level in sobriety

Keep the batteries charged

There are times in our lives (especially with the
pandemic spreading) that we need to be
encouraged, we need to know somebody cares,
and that someone is looking after us. We are
important to somebody somewhere. When we are
whirling and have difficulties and we can't sort
things out, many times becoming depressed, we
need to reach out to others we trust.
In the past, most of us turned to whatever
seemed to provide the quickest fix. We didn't ask
ourselves what the consequences would be. We
didn't weigh the pros and cons.
Now there is a way we can live and not just exist.
In recovery, we have found that way in the
Principles in the Twelve Steps. By sharing our
experiences, the honesty we now attempt to have,
and the desire to live a life of peace and happiness,
we find a release.
The freedom afforded to us and by acquiring a
God, as we understand him, moves us toward a
comfort in our sobriety.
— Betty G.

The other day at my regular Big Book
study we were reading about the
importance of morning meditation.
The phrase “simple kit of spiritual
tools” popped into my mind.
How would a kit of spiritual tools
differ from a kit of regular tools I might
find at Lowes?
They’re (Higher) Powered tools! And
they’re cordless, so I can use them
wherever I go. But I must charge them
every day! That’s where my morning
prayer and meditation come in.
If I plug into that Power greater than
myself, my Higher-Powered tools will
work all day. If I don’t take time to talk
and listen to God, those batteries will
run low just when I need them.
— Anonymous

A Declaration of Unity
This we owe to AA’s future:
To place our common welfare first;
to keep our fellowship united.
For on AA unity depend our lives,
and the lives of those to come.

Statement of purpose

A Declaration of Unity is the
monthly newsletter of the Dayton
Area AA Intergroup. Opinions
contained in articles are strictly
those of the authors.
Announcements are informational
only. Publication of opinions,
articles and announcements does
not represent expressed or implied
endorsement or approval by
Alcoholics Anonymous at any
level. Material identified as from
AA Conference-approved literature
or the Grapevine is reprinted with
permission. The editors try to
validate all contributions and cite
sources when known.

Subscriptions
If you have any questions or
concerns regarding your
subscription, George N. is handling
circulation and can be reached at
daytonunity@gmail.com or (937)
307-1866. A subscription form can
be downloaded under the Unity tab
at aadaytononline.org

A Declaration of Unity
120 West Second St.,
Suite 211
Dayton, Ohio 45402

A Declaration of Unity Subscription Form
New Subscription
Update Information
Renew Subscription
Group or Individual Name:

Group Contact Name:

Address of Group/Meeting:

Phone # of Contact:

Group Meets At (Club/Church, etc., address):

Time

Will this be mailed or picked up at the Central Office?
Mailed
Picked up
Mail to: (Name)

Group Contact or Individual E-mail Address:

City/State/Zip

Contact Phone #:

Street Address:

Subscription Ordering Information
Quantity/Delivery

1 Mailed
2 Mailed
5 Mailed
5 Picked Up
10 Mailed
10 Picked Up
20 Mailed

Article submissions

Deadline for submission of
articles, announcements, etc. is
the 15th of the month prior to
publication. Articles cannot be
returned unless accompanied by a
stamped, self-addressed envelope.
We reserve the right to edit
submissions for clarity, length, and
content in keeping with AA
Traditions.

Day of Week

20 Picked Up
30 Mailed
30 Picked Up
40 Picked Up
50 Picked up

Annual Rate

$13.00
$16.75
$41.50
$20.20
$70.00
$39.00
$164.50
$73.50
$200.00
$109.00
$144.00

Please return completed subscription form with check (if
applicable) made payable to: A Declaration of Unity, to the
address above.
For subscriptions of five or more newsletters, you can pick them
up while visiting the Central Office! The Unity will be ready for
pick up by the first of the month and we ask that it be picked up
by the 10th of each month.
Please keep your information up to date, your subscription
renewed or give a subscription to a friend or sponsee by using
this form, available at the Central Office or aadaytononline.org.

A DECLARATION
OF UNITY
This we owe to A.A.’s future;
To place our common welfare first;
To keep our fellowship united.
For on A.A. unity depends our lives,
And the lives of those to come.

Form Revised 21 November 2019

$175.00

For other quantities, please call George N. at (937) 307-1866 or e-mail daytonunity@gmail.com.

Please mail material to:
Unity, 120 W. 2nd St., Suite 211
Dayton, OH 45402

Now, more than ever, Unity needs you!

E-mail guidelines:
E-mail articles and announcements
to: daytonunity@gmail.com or use
the link at aadaytononline.org
Please send attachments using
plain text or Word. Items will be
edited to fit the newsletter format
and might not appear as you sent
them. Questions? Call Ann P. at
(937) 416-2870.

In this time of isolation, you can share your experience, strength and hope by writing for Unity.
This year will feature articles on the Step, Tradition and Concept of the month and on many other topics.
In addition, we welcome articles about sponsorship, dealing with the pandemic lockdown, family
interactions, carrying the message via phone, online or email, and all aspects of living sober.
We welcome contributions from old-timers, newcomers and all AA members in between.
Have a humorous or artistic flair? Send in your illustrations and cartoons, too.
Be sure to send articles, artwork and announcements by the 15th of the month prior to publication.
Mail material to Unity, 120 W. 2nd St., Suite 211, Dayton, OH 45402
E-mail articles and announcements to: daytonunity@gmail.com or use the Unity tab at
aadaytononline.org Please send attachments using plain text or Word. Items will be edited to fit the
newsletter format and might not appear as you sent them.
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STEP, TRADITION AND CONCEPT OF THE MONTH
Step 12. Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of
these steps, we tried to carry this message to alcoholics,
and to practice these principles in all our affairs.
Words are very important: “the result of these
steps… this message… these principles… all our
affairs.” To me, this Step holds a promise. It tells me
that if I have worked all of the preceding Steps, I have
had a spiritual awakening. The promise fills me with
joy and purpose. It tells me that I must carry this
message to alcoholics. That’s my first purpose. I must
share what I have found with other alcoholics. That’s
where recovery begins. One alcoholic talking with
another alcoholic sharing experience, strength and
hope – not my opinions! After that comes the
instruction to practice these principles – the principles
in each of the Steps – in all my affairs. One version of
the principles lists honesty, hope, faith, courage,
integrity, willingness, humility, brotherly love,
discipline, perseverance, awareness and service. What
an order! Yet the design for living embodied in the
Steps brings me life-long recovery, one day at a time.
The wonderful thing is that I have been given a
spiritual awakening as the result of these Steps. I’ve
tapped into a power that is indescribably wonderful,
enabling me to do, think, feel and believe in ways I
could not before.
— Ann P.

Tradition 12. Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of all
our traditions, ever reminding us to place principles
before personalities.
A hallmark of A.A. is the offer of anonymity to
participants, but the principle goes much deeper than just
not revealing last names.
In order to keep the focus on principles rather than
personalities, personal anonymity should be maintained
at all levels of participation in fellowship -- in meetings,
in 12th step work, and even in sponsorship. Anonymity is
maintained not so much for the protection of the
individual as for the protection of the program.
I cannot think about this tradition without the words
"No human power could have relieved us from our
alcoholism." The principals of this program, not a person,
that keep me sober and enable me to have a real life.
The twelfth tradition actually reads (long form): "And
finally, we of Alcoholics Anonymous believe that the
principle of anonymity has an immense spiritual
significance. It reminds us that we are to place principles
before personalities; that we are actually to practice a
genuine humility. This to the end that our great blessings
may never spoil us; that we shall forever live in thankful
contemplation of Him who presides over us all."
For this alcoholic it HAS to be something "spiritual" that
would cause me to put anything ("principals before
personalities) before my own selfish thoughts, ideas,
OPINIONS, etc. This keeps my focus on how I can GIVE
rather than my normal mode of behavior, taking.
— from an Australian AA Internet site

Concept 12. The Conference shall observe the spirit of A.A. tradition,
taking care that it never becomes the seat of perilous wealth or
power; that sufficient operating funds and reserve be its prudent
financial principle; that it place none of its members in a position of
unqualified authority over others; that it reach all important decisions
by discussion, vote, and whenever possible, substantial unanimity;
that its actions never be personally punitive nor an incitement to
public controversy; that it never perform acts of government; that,
like the Society it serves, it will always remain democratic in thought
and action.
Concept 12 is huge. It holds all of the spiritual principles that the
Conference practices in its dealings with the Fellowship. Warranty 4
assures us that the Conference will never act until there is a
significant majority of members who want it to take an action. This
is called Substantial Unanimity.
This principle assures us that the Conference will never act in a
way to divide the Fellowship. It will always promote Unity. The
strong majority gives the Conference “an authority and a confidence
that a simple majority could never give it.”(page 68) Promoting unity
is important, not just to the Conference, but to our Groups,
Intergroups, and also in our homes.
For example, my husband wants to buy a new car. This is an
important decision, with long term consequences. If he buys that car
and I do not agree, it can create a real rift in our marriage.
Smoldering resentment could rise in me every time I looked at it
sitting in the driveway. I might be tempted to throw it in his face in
every fight we have. It is divisive and divisive has a long memory.
Waiting until we have unity can save us much grief.
The Warranty tells us to begin with Discussion. I start with an
open mind. I listen as other people talk. I am willing to give up my
idea for a better one from someone else.
In this situation, it means that I listen to my husband without
interruption. I am willing to accept that his argument may be better
than mine. It also means that I get to state my case. I come prepared
with consumer ratings, and auto loan facts about financing and our
household budget. Making an informed decision is fundamental to
making a good decision. It is critical to creating an informed Group
Conscience.
Next, we have a Vote. In the example of the car purchase, the vote
is evenly divided. AA principles tell us that it is best if no action is
taken. A clear group conscience has not emerged.
When our son was young, our family would vote on where to go
out to dinner. I thought I knew what their votes would be, but I was
often wrong. I thought I could read their minds, but found out that I
couldn’t. I would go along with their choices most of the time, but
occasionally I would express my minority opinion. When I
disagreed because a restaurant was too much like a bar, they
respected my objection and changed their votes.
This brings us back to Substantial Unanimity. Unless our car
needed an immediate and expensive repair, we can wait to take
action. In time, one of us would warm up to the other’s ideas or a
less expensive compromise could be found. That’s what usually
takes place in our groups. If no clear majority is reached though all
parties have been heard and all sides of the issue have been
discussed, we take no action. We give a loving Higher Power the
time to change the hearts of our members, and give us a universally
pleasing answer.
— Nancy F., Delegate, Southwest Ohio Area 56, Panel 70
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Fellow AAs honor Al A.
BIG BOOK QUIZ
By Twila W.

1.

There will be alluring shortcuts and
___(p.123) down which they may
wander and lose their way.
2. We are careful never to show
intolerance or ___(p.103) of drinking
as an institution .
3. Each day, recovery begins when one
alcoholic talks with another
alcoholic, sharing ___(p. xxii 4th
ed.), strength, and hope.
4. To get over drinking will require a
___(p.143) of thought and attitude.
5. So our fellow worker will soon have
___(p.163) galore.
6. …; that the most ___(p.2)
constructions of philosophic
thought were so derived.
7. Wait until repeated ___(p.113)
convinces him he must act.
8. Do not hesitate to take your
___(p.133) problems to such
persons.
9. Scales of ___(p.12) and prejudice fell
from my eyes.
10. How can they rise out of such
misery, bad repute and ___(p.153)?

Word Search
Love
Holidays
Patience

Tolerance
Blessings
Recovery

Solution
Support

Al A., 36 years sober this past May 11, died Oct. 11. His services were held
Saturday, Oct.17, at the church he and his wife Nancy attended.
Prior to the normal memorial service, an AA memorial service was held
focusing on Al's love of AA, the program of reminders, where a brief description
of Al’s sobriety journey was read.
The focus of this gathering of more than 40 friends of Alcoholics Anonymous
and family members was the sharing of tales of Al by his beloved fellow members
of AA. A poignant and touching moment was when a fellow shared a voice
recording of Al congratulating that friend on his sobriety anniversary just before
Al's passing, reminding us of his playful humor as well as his caring appreciation
of everyone in their sobriety journey.
An AA member dedicated to the end, Mr. AA, Double A, as he referred to
himself, had an abundance of enthusiastic gratitude and respect for the wonder
that Alcoholics Anonymous is to us all and most particularly was for him and his
family.
A contribution was collected and given to Central Office in Dayton in Al’s
name, fitting for a man who gave selflessly as the long-term treasurer for two of
the meetings in the area, one being his Home group, the Thursday morning
Vandalia Luther Lodge meeting.
Al was a true inspiration for myself and countless other fellow recovering
Alcoholics and he will be sorely missed. Al was and is a great reminder of the
hope and promise of Alcoholics Anonymous.
— Anonymous

Dr. Bob’s 3rd Step Prayer
Dear God,
I'm sorry about the
mess I've made of
my life. I want to turn
away from all the
wrong things I've
ever done and all the
wrong things I've
ever been. Please
forgive me for it all. I
know You have the
power to change my life and can turn me into a
winner. Thank You, God for getting my
attention long enough to interest me in trying it
Your way. God, please take over the
management of my life and everything about
me. I am making this conscious decision to
turn my will and my life over to Your care and
am asking You to please take over all parts of
my life.
Please, God, move into my heart. However
You do it is Your business, but make Yourself
real inside me and fill my awful emptiness. Fill
me with your love and Holy Spirit and make me
know Your will for me. And now, God, help
Yourself to me and keep on doing it. I'm not
sure I want You to, but do it anyhow. I rejoice
that I am now a part of Your people, that my
uncertainty is gone forever, and that You now
have control of my will and my life. Thank You
and I praise Your name.
Amen.
~4~

Area 56 Literature Committee
presents

AAWS Literature Study
Come learn with Us!

Sundays at 4 pm
Zoom ID: 892 7491 0660
Passcode: 589899
Enrich your AA program
through literature
Learn about AA’s past to
ensure its future
Better serve AA and Alcoholics
through literature
Learn new perspectives from
others
Join in Fellowship by sharing
interest in AA

Service meetings
If your group doesn’t have an Intergroup Representative and a
General Service Representative, plus alternates for these
position, please VOLUNTEER. Service helps keep us sober!
Dec. 10 — Dayton Area Intergroup Meeting, 7 p.m. via Zoom.
All Intergroup Reps are encouraged to attend, as are any and all
area AA members. Zoom ID: 366 741 172 Pw: 500776
Area 56 Committee meetings (all on Sundays, beginning at
noon): Dec. 13 and Jan. 10
Area 56 Assembly Saturday, Feb. 27, 2021, time and venue to
be announced.

Ohio requires masks, occupancy limits and
distancing with restrictions changing quickly
Holidays are always the hardest, especially Christmas.

© Mike B.

Checklist of relapse symptoms
— Exhaustion - Allowing oneself to become overly tired.
— Dishonesty - Begins with pattern of little lies; escalated to selfdelusion and making excuses for not doing what's called for.
— Impatience - I want what I want NOW.
— Argumentative - No point is too small or insignificant not to be
debated to the point of anger and submission.
— Depression - All despair should be exposed and discussed.
— Frustration - Controlled anger/resentment when things don't go
according to our plans. Lack of acceptance.
— Self-pity - Feeling victimized, put-upon, used unappreciated:
convinced we are being singled out for bad luck.
— Cockiness - Got it made. Know all there is to know. Can go
anywhere, including bars, carry out's, boozy parties.
— Complacency - No longer sees value of daily program, meetings,
contact with other alcoholics, (especially sponsor), feels healthy,
on top of the world, things are going well.
— Expecting too much of others - Why can't they read my mind? I've
changed, what's holding them up? If they just do what I know is
best for them? Leads to feeling misunderstood, unappreciated.
— Letting up on disciplines - Allowing established habits of recovery
- meditations, prayer, spiritual reading, AA contact, daily
inventory, meetings - to slip out of our routines; allowing recovery
to get boring and no longer stimulating for growth.
— Wanting too much - Setting unrealistic goals.
— Forgetting gratitude - Because of several listed above, may lose
sight of the abundant blessings in our everyday lives.
— from Akron Intergroup News, December 1998

The Masked Crusaders
New Support Group
This group is for those who need or want to attend meetings where it is a
REQUIREMENT to wear masks.
This is a group, not an AA meeting, so you will not be permitted in without a mask.
This is a combination AA and Al-Anon group

Northside Fellowship Club approved
Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m. at NFC
Beginning Dec. 2
More dates and times will be added soon!
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As COVID spreads, state restrictions have become more
stringent, with attendees limited to 10 people and masks
required indoors and also outdoors when 6 feet of distance
cannot be assured.
Meeting schedules may be changing. If your meeting status
has changed, let Central Office and Unity know. Clubs and a few
churches are open and hosting face-to-face meetings, following
state requirements.
Go to www.aadaytononline.org, the Dayton Intergroup
website, for the status of area meetings.
If you had been taking a meeting into a treatment center,
contact the person who was scheduling those meetings to see if
the facility can set up a Zoom meeting for their clients.
Call Central Office, (937) 222-2211, to update your meeting
status or for information on other meetings.

Photos with Santa
Northside Fellowship Club is sponsoring a "Photos with Santa"
event. Only one family of children permitted in the club at a time.
It will last for 2 hours, first come first served.
Gifts will be purchased by our generous members and will be
given out to each child.
You will need to stop into the club and sign your child(ren) up
in advance, no later than Monday, 12/14/20.
The age limit is 10 and below. This is not a party, no food
served due to gathering restrictions during the pandemic.
Have
you
started
new
This
is just
a photo
shootaand
gift meeting?
pick up. MarkDoes
your your
meetingSunday,
need support?
your group
calendars!
Dec. 20 fromHas
1-3 pm.

changed location, time or format? Let Unity
know. In an effort to list meetings currently
Southside
Club
holidays
needing
support
and those
that have moved
There will be
No Foodsend
servedinformation
during the upcoming
recently,
please
to Holidays at
the
Southside.
Thanks
to
our
alert
members
we
werewill
directed to
daytonunity@gmail.com. The listings
the
CDC
information
which
states
there
is
no
evidence
that
appear for two months.

COVID-19 is spread by food. However, people sharing utensils
and congregating around food service areas can pose a risk.
The
Nutt
Tues.,with
Thurs.
& Fri. from the
The Board
hasRoad
kept up-to-date
recommendations
Meetings
areDepartment
now theofFranklin
Street
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Health to provide
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During the upcoming
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Restoration
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every two (2)These
hours until
meetings
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10am Jan. 1, which
our New
Year’s EvePlease
Alcathon feel free
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joinPlease
us: attend one of the meetings if at all possible.
event.

Tuesday Night Franklin Street Step Meeting
at 7:30 pm
Thursday Night Franklin Street Discussion
Meeting at 7:30 pm
Friday Noon Franklin Street Discussion

NOVEMBER 12 DAYTON AREA INTERGROUP MEETING MINUTES
CHAIR: Tony H. ahuguely@gmail.com
VICE CHAIR: David B. dbowman5@woh.rr.com
TREASURER: Jim T. jmtorbett@gmail.com
INTERIM SECRETARY: Ann P. ampettee@sbcgobal.net

Meeting opened with the Serenity Prayer. Tony H.
read the Preamble and Warren G. read the
Traditions.
AA Birthdays: Janet W. – 38 years.
Announcements: Westside Club will be having a
candlelight meeting Thanksgiving eve starting at 10
p.m. and a free carryout dinner Thanksgiving Day.
Southside Club will be open all day Thanksgiving,
with regular meetings as usual, but no food. Info on
page 5.
Secretary’s Report: Sent via email, and in Unity.
Ann P. is covering until someone else steps up.
Treasurer’s Report: Jim T. (937) 581-0406
jmtorbett@gmail.com
• Not much for the month.
• Contributions for Big Change from Small Change.
Groups with BC/SC funds should contact Central
Office.
• No bills to pay. Things have been really flat.
• Reports on our website and printed in Unity.
October Report:
Opening Balance ................................... $14,100.79
Deposits ...................................................... $192.25
Total Checks/Charges .................................... $3.00
Closing Balance ..................................... $14,290.04
Big Change/Small Change Balance ........ $2,286.68
CD Balance.............................................. $5,456.20
Big Change from Small Change Contributions
Group Name
October
YTD
A Vision for You .......................... ..................... $35.85
Full Measures ............................ ................... $150.00
Germantown Friday Night ........... ..................... $26.00
Maple Grove ............................... ..................... $44.00
Ontario Group. .................... $121.75 .............. $367.32
S.M.A.R.T. CRC .......................... ..................... $64.75
Sobriety for Lunch Bunch ............ ..................... $42.13
Spiritual Maintenance CRC ......... ................... $200.06
Thurs. Nite W. Carrollton ............ ................... $790.00
Trotwood .................................... ..................... $70.50
Vandalia Thurs. Morning ............ ..................... $31.00
Washington Church ............. $70.50 ............. $138.50
Zippo ........................................... ..................... $20.00

Anonymous/Unknown ............... ................... $10.00
Checks written ....................$0.00
Monthly Balance .................$0.00
NOTE: During the pandemic, if your group collects
Big Change from Small Change, please turn it into a
check or money order and send it to Central Office.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Central Office: Erin S. (937) 657-5363
centraloffice@aadaytononline.org
• Erin is leaving Central Office to accept a fulltime
position the Monday after Thanksgiving. Tom D. will
be the next Central Office manager and will train for
the next two weeks. Tom has 34 years of sobriety

and said he has been looking forward to this
opportunity to serve.
• A request came in from Kettering Behavioral
Health for a meeting, in person or possibly on Zoom.
Interested AAs will need to go through the volunteer
screening and orientation. Brenda A. expressed
interest and will call the director.
• Contributions continued to be strong. We are
getting more from groups. The majority of our
income is from contributions, not literature sales.
Contributions totaled $4,313.38, including several
memorial contributions because of people we have
lost in the past month. Literature sales totaled
$4,301.23. Net profit was $1,598.77. Year to date
we’re down on literature sales by about $20,000.
Please spread the word and support Central Office
either with contributions or purchases.
• There were 348 phone calls, 21,199 website visits
and 6,571 website visitors. More calls for beginner
meetings which we are referring to the clubs.
Archives: John B. (937) 339-1966
• Seem to be collecting a lot of obituaries due to the
loss of old-timers.
Unity: Ann P. and George N.
daytonunity@gmail.com
• The deadline for sending articles for each
issue is the 15th of the month prior to publication.
We need articles on Step 12, Tradition 12 and
any holiday events coming up.
• About 25 subscription renewals have been
mailed out and we need these renewals back as
soon as possible. If your group or club doesn’t
subscribe, the form can be downloaded from
aadaytononline.org or found on Page 2 of Unity.
Public Information & Cooperation with the
Professional Community (PI/CPC): Cynthia B.
(662) 913-9872 Not present, no report.
Corrections: Brian H. (937) 781-6770
bdh495253@gmail.com No report. They’re still
not allowing anyone into Warren County
Correctional or the Montgomery County Jail.
Outreach (Treatment Facilities/BTG/12-Step
List/Special Needs/Mobile Meetings): Harvey
Q. (937) 238-2562 hcq1211@gmail.com Not
present, no report.
Special Events: Howie H. (937) 776-7553
howie.hardy@gmail.com Howie said he sent the
gift, a personalized Big Book, to the speaker
who had been canceled twice because of the
pandemic and she was very appreciative and
said she will speak when we’re able to have
events again.
Web: Chris P. (937) 369-5948
christpage@gmail.com Not present, no report.
Membership: OPEN POSITION
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Area 56 Liaison: Warren G. (937) 409-7560
warreng1aa@gmail.com Two committee
meetings since the last intergroup meeting:
The mini-conference in the spring will be
virtual and is in the planning stages right now.
There is room for plenty of volunteers there.
Reach out to the Area or to Warren if you’d
like to help. Area still has open positions, just
as Intergroup does. PICPC, Treatment,
Archives, Finance, Communication (looking
for a new editor for the newsletter Walking
with Purpose. District 23 is holding phone
meetings on Friday nights with Mercy Hospital
and sending pamphlets to the corrections
facilities. Districts 1-10 are doing a homeless
meeting on Sundays at noon and have
purchased $250 worth of literature to pass out
to those folks. The new literature chair has
started a zoom meeting at 4 p.m. on Sundays
to take a look at literature not usually covered
in other meetings. First the pamphlet “The
God Word” was read and discussed, and now
the group is reading Our Great Responsibility,
a collection of talks by Bill W. There is a new
treasurer, John S., who has set everything on
QuickBooks. Regional conference on Zoom
Dec. 5 and the General Service Conference
will be virtually. Reductions at GSO include 20
people who have taken early retirement. This
is Warren’s last report as he will be rotating
out after his two-year term.
Grapevine: Robbin S. (937) 609-0659
robbininski@yahoo.com Not present, no report.
Old Business: A mission statement for
Intergroup was approved by present
members: “The Dayton Area Intergroup exists
to create unity and service in support of our
AA community in our common purpose of
carrying the AA message to the alcoholic who
still suffers. We are directly responsible to the
AA groups and communities that we are
trusted to serve.” Warren thanked all who
worked on this.
New Business: Because there are so many
positions open, and several committee chairs
who aren’t attending Intergroup meetings,
Tony H. has agreed to contact our missing
Reps before the next meeting.
• In answer to a question about Zoom
beginner meetings, Erin said the Cincinnati
Intergroup has started a virtual meeting and
would make it a cooperative beginner meeting
with Dayton. She has information on this and
welcomes calls from people who are
interested in helping.
Responsibility Statement, Adjourn.

Next Meeting is 7 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 10 via Zoom. ID: 366 741 172
PW: 500776

Eastern US/
Canada FORUM

GSO on safety
The topic of safety at in-person meetings has been
addressed by the GSO with this card.
SAFETY CARD FOR A.A. GROUPS

Let’s all hop on the virtual bus

and go to the

Virtual Eastern
U.S./Canada Forum

2020: Experience,
Strength & Hope
what it was like,
what happened,
and what it is like now

December 5
Register free now at AA.org

The one-day event will feature participation
from the Northeast, Southeast, East Central
and Eastern Canada Regions. As with
traditional Regional Forums, the day will
include workshops, presentations, Q&A’s,
General Sharing, and much, much more! All
members are invited, so get on the
virtual bus! Bring a newcomer!

Hosted by the General Service Office (G.S.O.)
of Alcoholics Anonymous!
All AA members are invited to all Forums, no
matter where .There will be a second one on
Dec. 19 for the Western US and Canadian
members. Just a makeup for the Forums missed
in 2020.

(The General Service Office has made this optional
statement available as an AA service piece for those
groups that wish to use it.)

Statement on Safety that may be read at meetings
Our group endeavors to provide a safe meeting place for
all attendees and encourages each person here to
contribute to fostering a secure and welcoming
environment in which our meetings can take place. As our
Traditions remind us, the formation and operation of an
AA group resides with the group conscience. Therefore,
we ask that group members and others refrain from any
behavior which might compromise another person’s
safety.
Also, please take the precautions you feel are necessary
to ensure your own personal safety, for example,
walking to your car in a group after a meeting. If a
situation should arise where someone feels their safety is
in jeopardy, or the situation breaches the law, the
individuals involved should take appropriate action.
Calling the proper authorities does not go against any
AA Traditions and is recommended when someone may
have broken the law or endangered the safety of another
person.
— Service Material from the General Service Office

Best gift is sharing our past to help others
One of the Ninth Step Promises says we won’t “regret the
past, nor wish to shut the door on it.”
Elsewhere in the Big Book it says, “in God’s hands, the
dark past is the greatest possession you have—the key to
life and happiness for others.”
I remember how isolated, unique and alone I felt the first
time I entered the rooms. I couldn’t imagine that anyone
could understand how I felt. Then I began to listen. Folks
with whom I normally would not mix – I wasn’t mixing
with anyone by then – said things that touched my heart,
made me feel at home and helped me stay until the miracle
happened.
I hope and pray I can be as honest, open-minded and
willing as those wonderful folks were who helped me
identify when I was new.
— Anonymous
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Central Office
October Report

Income
Contributions........................................ $4,313.38
Literature Sales.................................... $4,301.23
Total Income ........................................ $8,614.61
Cost of Goods Sold.............................. $2,680.68
Shipping and Handling.............................. $37.33
Total Cost of Goods Sold..................... $2,718.01
Gross Profit .......................................... $5,896.60
Expense
Reconciliation Discrepancy.............................-0.3
PayPal Fee ............................................... $20.63
Bank Charges ........................................... $11.28
Accounting Fee ....................................... $224.00
Rent ........................................................ $385.00
Parking...................................................... $75.00
Postage..................................................... $79.99
Computer Equipment ................................ $10.74
Supplies .................................................... $89.83
Telephone/Internet.................................. $236.33
Advertising (Yellow Pages) ....................... $50.00
Other Costs............................................... $54.38
Total Payroll Expense .......................... $3,060.95
Total Expenses .................................... $4,297.83
Net Profit/(Loss) ................................... $1,598.77
Bank Statement Beginning ................ $23,102.92
Deposits ............................................... $7,888.03
Withdrawals ......................................... $5,724.69
Bank Statement Ending ..................... $25,266.26
Activity Statistics
Phone Calls .................................................... 348
Website Visits ............................................ 21,199
Website Visitors ........................................... 6,571

Dayton Area Central Office

120 W. 2nd St., Suite 211, Dayton, OH 45402

(937) 222-2211
http://aadaytononline.org
centraloffice@aadaytononline.org
Credit cards accepted
Monday through Friday 9 am to 4 pm

Central Office News
Erin S. is leaving Central Office to
accept a fulltime position the Monday
after Thanksgiving. Tom D. will become
Central Office manager and will train for
the next two weeks. Tom has 34 years
of sobriety and told Intergroup he has
been looking forward to this opportunity
to serve.
People are now able to enter the store
to browse. Masks are required and
shoppers are asked to use hand
sanitizer before coming in. Please stay
home if you are symptomatic.
Central Office operating hours are
Monday-Friday 9 am to 4 pm
Call or email Central Office if you
have questions: (937) 222-2211 email:
centraloffice@aadaytononline.org
See our website for up-to-date
meeting info: aadaytononline.org
— Erin S.,
Central Office Manager

Dayton Area Intergroup meets at 7
p.m. the second Thursday of each
month via Zoom. If your group does
not have an Intergroup Rep, please
volunteer. See Page 6 for minutes
from the most recent meeting. The
meeting ID: 366 741 172 PW: 500776

October Contributions

Group Contributions
A Vision For You....................................... $168.00
Bellbrook Monday Night ............................. $67.00
Broad Highway Fairborn ............................. $30.00
Brown Bag CEC ......................................... $50.00
Complete Abandon ................................... $600.00
CR-S.M.A.R.T. ............................................ $50.00
Franklin St. Tuesday Step .......................... $30.00
Huber Serenity Group............................... $360.00
Mburg Sobriety For Lunch Bunch ............... $41.00
Miamisburg Burg Group Sun ...................... $34.00
Midday Sobriety Group Springboro .......... $166.20
OCMC We Ain't Saints ............................. $200.00
S Group .................................................... $159.60
SS-Beyond Group Wed AM...................... $100.00
The Road Less Traveled ............................ $30.00
Vandalia Fri Night ..................................... $145.00
Vandalia Thurs AM ................................... $155.00
We Agnostics Too .................................... $161.78
WS-Big Book Disc Sunday ......................... $82.80
WS-Trinity West.......................................... $60.00
Xenia -Meeting in the Park ....................... $136.00
Total Group Contributions .................. $2,826.38
Individual Contributions
Amber W..................................................... $95.00
Anonymous................................................. $45.00
Bridgett S. ................................................... $32.00
Carl L. ....................................................... $100.00
Carl T. ....................................................... $100.00
Dave B. ....................................................... $75.00
James A...................................................... $20.00
Keith R. ....................................................... $50.00
Kurt O. ........................................................ $20.00
Mary Q. ....................................................... $25.00
Raymond P. ................................................ $20.00
Scott S. ....................................................... $50.00
Roger D. ................................................... $200.00
Total Individual Contributions............... $832.00
Anonymous................................................. $50.00
Dan G. ...................................................... $165.00
Howie H. ................................................... $100.00
John L. ........................................................ $40.00
Paul D. ...................................................... $200.00
Paul D. ...................................................... $100.00
Total Birthday/Memorial Contributions $655.00
Total Contributions ............................. $4,313.38

Sobriety gifts for the holidays
Each day of sobriety is a cherished gift to those of us who suffered through the “wringer” of alcoholism in all its
aspects. Spiritual progress through the 12 Steps often changes what we value in life and a small metal token marking
days, months or years of sobriety has more value than other possessions we thought mattered.
Consider giving your sponsor, sponsee or friends in the fellowship a gift that reminds them of the simple things in
sobriety. Central Office has gift items for sale that make shopping easy:
• Big Book and 12&12 book covers (several colors).
• Key rings with AA slogans and the circle and triangle and leather key rings to hold your anniversary token.
• Bracelets inscribed with the Serenity Prayer. Necklaces that hold an anniversary coin.
• A large assortment of AA and Al-Anon literature and CDs.
• Specialty tokens with recovery messages. Bill and Bob 2020 token wearing masks (for a limited time).
• “The Book that Started it All: the Original Working Manuscript of Alcoholics Anonymous” keepsake.
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