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Participate in your own recovery by writing for Unity 
 

   We are looking for AA members to contribute to Unity! Stories of experience, strength and hope are always welcome.  
   The deadline is the 15th of the month prior to publication. E-mail your contribution to daytonunity@gmail.com  
   You can write about anything related to your personal experience in sobriety. Use “I” statements. Respect the anonymity of other 
members. If you hear something at a meeting that makes you see things in a different light, write about it. If you’ve stayed sober through a 
difficult experience, write about it. If you have experience, strength and hope to share, write about it. A good length is 500 words. Longer 
stories may be edited for length.  
   Photos, cartoons and artwork are welcome. Stories and art are published at the discretion of the editor. Decisions are made with AA 
principles and Traditions as a guiding factor. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, more than ever, Unity needs you! 
 

   In this time of isolation, you can share your experience, strength and hope by writing for Unity.  
   This year will feature articles on the Step, Tradition and Concept of the month and on many other topics.  
   In addition, we welcome articles about sponsorship, dealing with the pandemic lockdown, family interactions, carrying 
the message via phone, online or email, and all aspects of living sober.  
   We welcome contributions from old-timers, newcomers and all AA members in between.  
   Have a humorous or artistic flair? Send in your illustrations and cartoons, too.  
   Be sure to send articles, artwork and announcements by the 15th of the month prior to publication.  
   Mail material to Unity, 120 W. 2nd St., Suite 211, Dayton, OH 45402  
   E-mail articles and announcements to: daytonunity@gmail.com or use the Unity tab at aadaytononline.org Please send 
attachments using plain text or Word. Items will be edited to fit the newsletter format and might not appear as you sent 
them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

 

Unity 
A declaration of 
    

 
Next Intergroup Meeting is 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 14,    
on Zoom ONLY. ID: 895 7607 5323 PW: 946369 
 
 Your Dayton Area Intergroup Newsletter                 October 2021            Vol. 46, No. 10 

Unity Mailing Address 
120 W. 2nd St., Suite 211 

Dayton, OH 45402 
daytonunity@gmail.com 

Central Office 
120 W. 2nd St., Suite 211 

Dayton, OH 45402 
(937) 222-2211 

http://aadaytononline.org 
centraloffice@aadaytononline.org 

My HP can turn 
pain into blessings 
 

   I’ve had such a blessed 
life! Every time I’ve 
allowed myself to be 
hurt by a situation or a 
person, if I give it time 
and prayer, my Higher 
Power turns the pain into 
a lesson I probably could 
not have learned in any 
other way.  
   I’ve been more active in 
AA in the last couple of 
months than I have in a 
while. At first, it was to 
stay busy, so I didn’t feel 
grief or loneliness. Now 
the joy I’ve found in 
working more closely 
with my sponsees and 
sponsor, and in taking 
care of myself has really 
enriched my life.  
   Pain is not a bad thing. 
Step 10 in the Twelve and 
Twelve says, “Someone 
who understood once 
remarked that pain was 
the touchstone of all 
spiritual progress. How 
heartily we AA's can 
agree, for we know that 
the pains of drinking had 
to come before sobriety, 
and emotional turmoil. 
before serenity.”  
   Thank God for lessons 
and thank God for AA. 

— Ann P.  

 
 
 
 

Who will fill the seats? 
 

   I belong to an online study group with people from all over  
the U.S. and Canada.  We started out reading Our Great  
Responsibility, and after completing it we decided to stay  
together as a group.   
   Now, we are reading AA Comes of Age. Here is a line from  
page 77 which really struck me: “Would the forces that every- 
where divide society finally invade and smash us up just as they  
had invaded and destroyed the promising Washingtonian group movement among alcoholics a 
century before?”   
   Those were serious fears from the early AAs with so few people holding things 
together. What about today though? Are there enough of us holding together our home groups, 
our Districts, our intergroups, our club houses or our Area?  What could be those “forces” that 
could smash us up? 
   Throughout the various entities within AA is the desperate cry for help in service. Positions 
go unfilled and the work is left for the very few to carry out.  
   I think the answer is to simply SERVE WITH JOY and show others that it’s not just about the 
job but the richer sobriety which comes with it!   
   My ego and my character defects have no place as I serve, other than to remind me that I 
need to serve with more humility.  
   I was attracted to AA by those joyful people in that first meeting I attended, and I never had a 
drink since. As I continued in sobriety, opportunities came my way and I learned to say yes 
more often than no. I am a truly blessed person!  Come along and let’s serve together in JOY!  

— Andrea H. 

 
 Step Ten in action 
 

   As a Los Angeles taxi driver during the 1980s, many adventures took place calling for 
immediate use of Step Ten, for instance: drunks vomiting in the back seat, passengers who ran 
off to avoid paying, one guy who said that he had no money but just wanted to go for a ride 
which cost me about ten dollars on the meter and a rich family, that after a thirty-mile trip to 
LAX which included my handling heavy luggage, left no tip. After these sorts of adventures, I 
was naturally experiencing anger. Maybe worse!  
    Luckily, AA had taught me that repeated thoughts of anger (resentment) could threaten my 
sobriety—but what to do? This is where page 84 in the Big Book comes in handy. It says to ask 
God, at once, to remove my anger and then to discuss my defect/shortcoming with someone. 
Lastly it says, “We resolutely turned our thoughts to someone we could help.”  
   Bill W.’s Oxford Group mentor, the Rev. Sam Shoemaker, summed up AA as: “Out of self, 
into God, into others.”  
   AA has provided the ability to control my mind better than before. I like to think before I 
think! When I feel thoughts of selfishness, dishonesty, resentment, or fear cropping up, I go to 
God for help.  
   A simple statement such as, “Be still and know that I am God,” seems to calm me down enough 
to stop those destructive thoughts.  
    I have learned that when negative emotions begin to take over, Step Ten tells me what to 
do. It is indeed an all-day-long step!  Its rewards are beyond belief: “The problem (mental 
obsession) has been removed. It does not exist for us.” (p. 85) That is so long as I remain in a fit 
spiritual condition—Step Ten allows this to happen.  

— Bob S., Richmond, IN 
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 AA HISTORY 

We take for granted our continued unity 
as a movement – but should we? 
 

   To most of us, Alcoholics Anonymous has become as 
solid as the Rock of Gibraltar. We like to believe that it 
will soon be as well-known and just as enduring as that 
historic landmark. We enjoy this pleasant conviction 
because nothing has yet occurred to disturb it; we reason 
that we must hang together or die. Hence, we take for 
granted our continued unity as a movement. 
   But should we? Though God has bestowed upon us 
great favors, and though we are bound by stronger ties 
of love and necessity than most societies, is it prudent to 
suppose that automatically these great gifts and 
attributes shall be ours forever? If we are worthy, we 
shall probably continue to enjoy them. So, the real 
question is, how shall we always be worth of our present 
blessings? 
   Seen from this point of view, our AA Traditions are 
those attitudes and practices by which we may deserve, 
as a movement, a long life and a useful one. To this end, 
none could be more vital than our Tenth Tradition, for it 
deals with the subject of controversy – serious 
controversy. 
   On the other side of the world, millions have died even 
recently in religious dissension.  Other millions have 
died in political controversy.  The end is not yet.  Nearly 
everybody in the world has turned reformer. Each 
group, society, and nation are saying to the other, “You 
must do as we say, or else.” Political controversy and 
reform by compulsion have reached an all-time 
high.  And eternal, seemingly, are the flames of religious 
dissension. 
   Being like other men and women, how can we expect 
to remain forever immune from these perils?  Probably 
we shall not.  At length, we must meet them all. We 
cannot flee from them, nor ought we try.  If these 
challenges do come, we shall, I am sure, go out to meet 
them gladly and unafraid.  That will be the acid test of 
our worth. 
   Our best defense?  This surely lies in the formation of a 
Tradition respecting serious controversy so powerful 
that neither the weakness of persons nor the strain and 
strife of our troubled times can harm Alcoholics 
Anonymous.  We know that AA must continue to live, or 
else many of us and many of our fellow alcoholics 
throughout the world will surely resume the hopeless 
journey to oblivion.  That must never be. 
   As though by some deep and compelling instinct, we 
have thus far avoided serious controversies.  Save minor 
and healthy growing pains, we are at peace among 
ourselves.  And because we have thus far adhered to our 
sole aim, the whole world regards us favorably. 
   May God grant us the wisdom and fortitude ever to 
sustain an unbreakable unity. 

— Bill W. from The Language of the Heart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Golden Books of Father John Doe 
 

 Fr. Ralph P. — along with  
Bill W., Richmond W., and Ed W. —  
was one of the four most published  
early AA authors, writing most of his  
works under the pseudonym “Father  
John Doe,” but well-known to the  
fellowship across the United States,  
Canada, and Latin America.  
   He was one of the key figures who  
helped to shape the AA movement  
during its second major phase: the  
thirty-year period which ran from the  
publication of the Big Book in 1939 to the end of the 1960s. 
 He had made his own plunge into alcoholism not long after 
his ordination as an Indiana diocesan priest in 1929. During a 
period of only ten years, he had to be removed from three 
different parishes in different parts of the state because of his 
excessive drinking, with each of these episodes (in 1933, 1939, 
and 1943) resulting in a complete nervous breakdown which 
required long hospitalization. 
 He finally telephoned Alcoholics Anonymous in 
Indianapolis, on his thirty-ninth birthday, Nov. 10, 1943, and 
began going to AA meetings in that city. He never drank again. 
In a talk given fourteen years later, in 1957, Fr. Ralph talked 
about his role as “the first priest-member of Alcoholics 
Anonymous.”  
   As the first Roman Catholic priest to openly attend ordinary 
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings on a regular basis, and to get 
and stay sober via that route — he confessed even before large 
groups at major AA conferences that he too was an alcoholic 
just like them. 
 In addition to his publications, Fr. Ralph also traveled all 
over the United States and Canada speaking to AA groups and 
conventions, and running weekend spiritual retreats, with an 
energy and enthusiasm which would have daunted most 
human beings.  
 Fr. Ralph was especially famous for a popular series of 
fourteen short books, each of the booklets averaging around 50 
to 60 pages in length, called the Golden Books, which he wrote 
(under the pen name “Father John Doe”) on a variety of 
spiritual topics: Spiritual Side (1947), Tolerance (1948, originally 
entitled Charity), Attitudes (1949), Action (1950), Happiness 
(1951), Excuses (1952), Sponsorship (1953), Principles (1954), 
Resentments (1955), Decisions (1957), Passion (1960), Sanity 
(1963), Sanctity (1964), and Living (1964). These were read and 
studied by AA members all over the United States and Canada, 
and still are being used and treasured today. 
 In addition, Fr. Ralph published two long books of essays 
— Sobriety and Beyond (1955) and Sobriety Without End (1957) — 
and his autobiography, Prodigal Shepherd (1958). 

— Excerpted from an article by  
Glenn C., AA historian/author 

 
NOTE: Dayton Central Office has carried the Golden 
Books and they are also available through Hazelden. 
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AREA 56 NEWS  

 

Area Calendar 2021  
October 10  Area Committee Meeting  noon TBD 
November 6 Ohio State Con. Plan Meeting  11:00 TBD 
November 14  Area Committee Meeting  noon TBD 
November 19-21 East Central Reg. Forum  Virtual 
December 5  Area Committee Meeting noon TBD 
December 11  Area Assembly  10:00-2:00 TBD 
Area Calendar 2022  
January 9   Area Committee Meeting  1:00 Miamisburg  
February 6  Area Committee Meeting  1:00 Miamisburg  
February 11  Conference of Delegates Past & Present Appleton, WI  
February 13  Ohio State Conv. Plan (non-voting) 11:00 Appleton, WI  
February 26  Area Assembly (Mini-Con. Prep.) 10:00-2:00 Miamisburg  
March 4-6   Area 55 Mini-Conference Bowling Green, OH  
March 11-13  Area 53 Mini-Conference Salt Fork State Park  
March 18-20  Area 56 Mini-Conference Englewood, OH  
March 26-28  Area 54 Mini-Conference Cleveland, OH  
April 10   Area Committee Meeting  1:00 Miamisburg  
April 24-30  General Service Conference Brooklyn, NY  
May 7   Ohio State Con. Plan Meeting 11:00 Columbus  
May 15   Area Committee Meeting  1:00 Miamisburg  
June 12   Area Committee Meeting  1:00 Miamisburg  
June 18   Area Assembly (Unity Day) 10:00-2:00 Miamisburg  
July 10   Area Committee Meeting  1:00 Miamisburg  
August 7   Area Committee Meeting  1:00 Miamisburg  
August 12-14  East Central Regional Conference Lisle, IL  
August 19-21  Ohio State Convention Worthington, OH  
September 11  Area Committee Meeting  1:00 Miamisburg  
September 17  Area Assembly (Inventory) 10:00-2:00 Miamisburg  
October 9   Area Committee Meeting  1:00 Miamisburg  
November 5  Ohio State Con. Plan Meeting   11:00 Columbus  
November 13  Area Committee Meeting  1:00 Miamisburg  
December 11  Area Committee Meeting  1:00 Miamisburg  
December 17  Area Assembly   10:00-2:00 Miamisburg 
 

Insight into Area organization 
 

  After each Election Assembly, the Area Committee will 
develop a slate of Standing Committee Chairs to be 
affirmed at the Assembly following the election.  
   For all intents and purposes, these new Committee 
Chairs will take office in January following the election, 
along with the new panel of officers, and will constitute 
the new Area Committee, along with the Area 56 DCMs. 
   Standing Committees will have to hold meetings 
outside the Assembly meetings.  
   To provide a meeting time and place, the Area will 
offer meeting space at St John’s Church, at a time and 
day to be determined after the election, once the slate of 
new Committee Chairs is finalized. 
   Every effort should be made to identify Alternate 
Chairs for all Committees, who will be able to serve in 
the Chairperson’s absence and to provide some 
continuity on the Committee through rotation.  
   Each Standing Committee Chair ought to create and 
maintain a continuity folder that will allow an incoming 
Chair to benefit from their experience and activity. All 
Area 56 Standing Committee Chairs are expected to: 
• Act as guardians of AA’s Traditions and act in 

accordance in all matters. 
• Attend all Area Assemblies and Area Committee 

Meetings. All Area Committee chairs are encouraged 
to attend monthly Area Planning Meetings. 

• Hold regular committee meetings. 
• Contact districts and Intergroups to determine 

which services are already in place so as not to 
duplicate an outreach. 

• Provide written and oral detail of efforts made by 
the committee in the previous month at each Area 
meeting. 

• Conduct one workshop or similar event per year. 
Coordinate scheduling with other committees. 

• Maintain an updated workbook if such workbook is 
available. 

• Familiarize self and committee members with the 
A.A. Guidelines when such Guidelines are available. 

• Committee Chair and members construct a display 
that provides a visual display of the Committee’s 
purpose. 

• Increase awareness in the AA community of all 
committees and their respective purposes. 

• Recruit committee members. 
 
Details on the functions of each committee can be 
found at https://aaarea56.org/ There are service 
opportunities for every AA member. Without willing 
hands to do service, our fellowship is in jeopardy. 

Trusted servants elected for 2022 
 

Delegate – Andrea H. 
Alternate Delegate/Chairperson – Warren G. 
Registrar – Darryl D. 
Treasurer – OPEN 
Recording Secretary – OPEN 
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Service meetings 
 

   If your group doesn’t have an Intergroup Representative and a 
General Service Representative, plus alternates for these 
position, please volunteer.  
   Service work helps keep us sober! 
Oct. 14 — Dayton Area Intergroup ONLINE Meeting, 7 pm on 
Zoom at ID: 895 7607 5323 PW: 946369. All Intergroup Reps 
are encouraged to attend, as are any and all area AA members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
      
 
 

Groups needing support  
 

   Here are a few of the groups that need support.  
• Monday 10 am Forward Step Group, at Southside Club has 
been discontinued until further notice. CLOSED 
• Tuesday 7:30 pm AWOL 12&12, Westside Club is now 
meeting in person.  
• Wednesday noon Women’s O-D at Aldersgate Church 5464 
Old Troy Pike, Huber Heights.  
• Friday, 10 am Big Book Group, O-D, Southside Club. 
• Friday 7:30 pm Zippo Group O-L at Linden Ave. Baptist 
Church, 101 Linden Ave.  
• Saturday 2 pm Women-to-Women O-D, Crossroads Club. 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Northside Fellowship Club 
7089 Taylorsville Road, Huber Heights 
• Pancake breakfast from 8am to 9:30am every first Sunday of 
the month, free but donations are welcome. 
• The last Friday of the month will be pizza and game night 
starting at 8pm. 
• The third Sunday of the month carry in from 2 to 5pm 

 
• Hayride and Pumpkin Carving Oct. 23 $8 per person 
includes pumpkin carving and fun at 1 pm at Fulton Farms, 2393 
State Route 202, Troy, OH 45373. More fun at Northside to 
follow. Look for sign-up sheet at the club. 
• Trunk or Treat Sunday, Oct. 31, Northside parking lot 5pm to 
6pm. We need at least five people to do it to make it an event. 
Huber Heights trick or treating starts at 6pm, too. Costumes 
encouraged.  
 
 
 
 

WESTSIDE CLUB 
3359 W. 2nd St., Dayton 
• The Westside Club now has a Beginners’ Meeting on Mondays 
from 7 to 8pm. Please come and support this meeting. 
• The Trinity West Group on Wednesdays at 7:30pm, is a hybrid 
meeting and now a discussion meeting. Zoom ID is 841 5255 
4695 Password 219573 
• The Ray of Sunshine women’s group on Saturdays at 
10:30am, at the Westside Club is also a hybrid meeting Zoom 
ID is 847 0827 6095 Password: 857793 
 

Save the date 
Springboro-Franklin Club 

Monster Mash Chili Bash 
Saturday, Oct. 30 

 
See club for more details 

 

Alco Aides Club 
2206 East Third Street, Dayton 
 

• Breakfast every Sunday, 8am to 9:45am, followed by 10am lead meeting. $5 buys 
eggs, home fries, bacon or sausage, toast or biscuits, juice and a small coffee. 
 

• Volunteers needed to work at our food counter. Must be at least 30 days sober. Earn 
cash by the tips that you make. Call us at (937) 254-0067 or stop in and apply. 
 

• Alco Aides houses the Dayton Area Intergroup Archives. Come take a look. 
 

• Rent our card room for as little as $25 for your event. Call us at (937) 254-0067 if 
interested. 
 

• Saturday, Oct. 2, at 6pm — Fettuccine by Luc to celebrate our 64 years. We will have 
salad, fettuccine, and dessert for $5 a plate. Coffee is free. 
 

• Saturday, Oct. 9, 11 am to 3pm — Fall Festival Bazaar vendors will have for sale 
holiday wreaths, jewelry, homemade goods, paintings, knick-knacks, sweets and more. 
 

• Saturday, Oct. 23, 7pm to 11pm — KARAOKE with Phillip and Jeff. 
 

• Saturday, October 30, 7pm to 11pm — Halloween Dance. Wear your costume. 
Admission $3 for members, $5 for non-members and $1 for children. 
 

• Saturday, Nov. 13, 7pm to 11pm. — Anything Can Happen Day. Stay tuned. 
 

• Thursday, Nov. 25, 1pm to 6pm — Free Thanksgiving Community Meal. Turkey, ham 
and all the traditional sides. 
 

• Saturday, Nov. 27, 7pm to 11pm — KARAOKE 
 

• Saturday, Dec. 4, 1pm — Kids Christmas Party with Santa. Sign up your children for 
the Angel Tree beforehand. 
 

• Saturday, Dec. 11, 7pm to 11pm — Anything Can Happen Day. Stay tuned. 
 

• Friday, Dec. 31, 7pm to midnight and beyond — New Year's Eve dinner and dance, 
with Phillip and Jeff. 
 
 
 

 
Don’t see your event? 
We can’t print it if we 
don’t know about it! 
Send your events to 

daytonunity@gmail.com 
 

Don’t ruin your Halloween! Have a safe, sober holiday! 

Southside Club  3040 Valleywood Dr., Kettering 
   The Southside Club 10 a.m. Thursday Chairman’s Choice meeting is looking for 
AAs ready to give that first lead. The group is relatively small, and the members are 
committed to openness and encouragement for all who come through the door.  
   Typically, this meeting hosts one or two leads per month, but the chairman’s choice 
format allows for more if the demand is greater. The group also seeks monthly chairs 
who vary the meeting format each week with Discussion, 12 and 12, Grapevine, or 
Big Book, for meeting topics. For more information or to contact the members of this 
meeting, please send an email to sscc10am@protonmail.com. 
 
 

 

 
~ 3  ~ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
BIG BOOK QUIZ 

By Twila W. 
 

1. ___(p.59) asked Him to remove our 
shortcomings. 

2. Today the remarkable ___(p.xix 3rd ed.) of 
A.A. is one of the greatest assets that our 
Society has. 

3. We may lose our position or ___(p.79) or 
face jail, but we are willing. 

4. Unmindful of his ___(p.9), I thought only 
of recapturing the spirit of other days. 

5. To all appearance he is a (p.39), well 
balanced individual. 

6. Did we ___(p.69) arouse jealousy, 
suspicion or bitterness? 

7. To me he was a ___(p.xxix 3rd ed), and so 
he left me. 

8. Frequent contact with ___(p.89) and with 
each other is the bright spot of our lives. 

9. None of us makes a sole ___(p.19) of this 
work, nor do we think its effectiveness 
would be increased if we did. 

10. Rather ___(p.49) of us, wasn’t it? 

 

WORD SEARCH 
Step 10 & Tradition 10 

 
 

 
 

 

CONTINUED PERSONAL    INVENTORY 
WRONG  PROMPTLY    ADMITTED 
OPINION     OUTSIDE        ISSUES 
NEVER   CONTROVERSY 

Forgiveness 
 

   The steps of AA give me the freedom 
to heal. They enable me to get rid of 
the "ground glass" that hurt others and 
inflicted pain on myself.   
   I needed to look at the wrongs I had 
done, write them down and share with 
another person. To free myself of the 
emotional pain, I must see my part.  
   Once I face the hurt, I can grieve the 
loss and look more into situations. To 
"let go" of the hurt, I ask my Higher 
Power for forgiveness — I am free!   
   I must remember that when I hold 
on to grudges. it hurts me, not the 
other person. I must remember that 
forgiveness is a choice not a feeling.  
   When I let go and let God, I have 
found a new freedom and a new 
happiness.   

— Betty G. 
 
 

 

In praise of AA 
 

I think that I shall never pray  
A poem lovely as AA.   
 
A fellowship where truth is told,  
Where honesty and trust unfold;  
 
A group that gathers every day,  
As alcoholics learn to pray;  
 
With literature to ease the mind,  
And teach the haughty to be kind.   
 
A sponsor offers sympathy  
And leads one to serenity.   
 
Poems are made by fools, they say,  
But you need God to make AA.   
 

— Anonymous 
 
 
 
 

The Tenth Step Promises 
 

   The Big Book offers an array of promises associated with each of the 
Twelve Steps, but for me, the rewards starting on the bottom of page 84 
and continuing throughout that paragraph are, by far, the most vibrant 
and exciting – these are my favorites:   
 “And we have ceased fighting anything or anything – even alcohol.” 
When I am living in the spirit of the Step Ten directions and resolutely 
turning my thoughts to someone I can help, I become much less 
reactionary with those who disagree with me.  Being right, takes a back 
seat to developing a continuing friendly relationship.   
  “For by this time sanity will have returned.” I feel as though the word 
‘sanity’ overflows from the first promise; if I am unable to differentiate 
the true from the false in the matter of drink, I am indeed suffering 
from alcoholic insanity.  However, if I can see and act on the obvious 
truth in the matter of that next drink, I am living in a sane manner.  
“If tempted, we recoil as from a hot flame” During first sober year or so 
drinking thoughts would spawn deep-seated horror. The dread of being 
fired, once again, would come on strongly.  But as time passed, I learned 
to stymie these unpleasant thoughts before they become solidified.   
“It just comes! That is the miracle of it.” This miracle happened for 
me! Thoughts of drinking no longer exists in my emotional 
vocabulary.  This marvelous “release” took place in my second year of 
sobriety, and I have not been plagued by the mental obsession since—
thank you God!  
“Instead, the problem has been removed. It does not exist for us.” These 
two phrases probably represent the most important single promise in 
the Big Book: a release from the insanity of taking that first drink!  Of 
course, this exciting promise is obviously concerning the mental 
obsession before the first drink. That Obsession/Allergy will forever 
lurk, just waiting for me to fall below a fit spiritual condition.  
“That is how we react so long as we remain in a fit spiritual 
condition.” I have found that living in the spirit of Maintenance Steps 
Ten, Eleven and Twelve, to the best of my ability, I have remained close 
enough to a fit spiritual condition that I haven’t had to drink since my 
very first meeting in 1975.   

—  Bob S., Richmond, IN 
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CHAIR: Tony H. ahuguely@gmail.com 
VICE CHAIR:  David B. dbowman5@woh.rr.com 
TREASURER: Jim T. jmtorbett@gmail.com 
INTERIM SECRETARY: OPEN POSITION Ann P. 
ampettee@sbcgobal.net  
 

The meeting opened with the Serenity Prayer.  
Tony H. read the Preamble, Tom D. read the 
Twelve Traditions and Ann P. read the Intergroup 
Mission Statement: “The Dayton Area Intergroup 
exists to create unity and service in support of our 
AA community in our common purpose of carrying 
the AA message to the alcoholic who still suffers. 
We are directly responsible to the AA groups and 
communities that we are trusted to serve.” 
 
Announcements: The Miami Valley Winter 
Conference will be held the first Saturday in March. 
Flyers will be available at the Intergroup Breakfast. 
 

AA Birthdays: None.  
 
Secretary’s Report: Sent via email, and in Unity.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Jim T. (937) 581-0406  
jmtorbett@gmail.com Little to no activity in August. 
Jim will bring a check to Central Office on Monday 
for Sinclair for the Breakfast. The contract has a 
clause for cancellation if necessary. 
 
August Report:  
Opening Balance ................................... $14,067.69 
Deposits ........................................................ $27.74 
Total Checks/Charges .................................... $3.00 
Closing Balance ..................................... $14,064.69 
Big Change/Small Change Deposit  ............... $0.00 
Big Change/Small Change Balance ........ $2,783.50 
CD Balance .............................................. $5,457.95 
Big Change from Small Change Contributions 
No deposits in August. 
NOTE: During the pandemic, if your group collects 
Big Change from Small Change, please turn it into a 
check or money order and send it to Central Office.  
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Central Office: Tom D. (937) 222-2211 
centraloffice@aadaytononline.org  
• Profit & Loss info and Contributions for August 
appear on Page 5 of this issue of Unity.  
• Literature sales were good, contributions were 
down.  
• Breakfast tickets are now on sale in at Central 
Office. 
 
Archives: Phillip M. (937) 977-2630 Not 
present, no report.  
 
Unity: Ann P. and George N. 
daytonunity@gmail.com  
• The deadline for sending articles for each 
issue is the 15th of the month prior to 
publication. We need articles on Step 11, 
Tradition 11, Concept 11, and personal 
experience about sponsorship, returning to in-
person meetings, or any coming events. 

 
 
 

 
• Unity plans to have a display at the Intergroup 
Breakfast to make it easy to pick up some back 
issues and subscribe for yourself, your group or 
as gifts for sponsors and sponsees.  
• If your group is coming back to in-person 
meetings, we can list the group under the 
“Meetings Need Support” column.  
• If your group or club doesn’t subscribe, a 
subscription form can be found on Page 8 of this 
issue of Unity or downloaded under the Unity tab 
at aadaytononline.org 
 

Public Information & Cooperation with the 
Professional Community (PI/CPC): Kat M.  
• A group of AAs attended the FOA rally. We 
made about 50 or 60 contacts including giving a 
Spanish Big Book to one person. We received a 
10’ by 10’ canopy from Women’s Recovery in 
Xenia for future use for such events.   
• Still looking for the books sent to the Dayton 
Main Library to appear in the catalog.  
• Warren G. thanked Kat for leading the effort 
and recruiting people to serve at the AA table: 
Colleen, Roberto C., Alec V., and Gary, the Area 
56 Literature Chair. 
 
Corrections: Brian H. (937) 781-6770 
bdh495253@gmail.com Not present, no report. 
 

Outreach (Treatment Facilities/BTG/12- Step 
List/Special Needs/Mobile Meetings): OPEN 
POSITION 
 
Special Events: John C. Not present, no report. 
 

Web: Chris P. (937) 369-5948 
christpage@gmail.com Not present, no report. 
 

Membership: OPEN POSITION 
 

Area 56 Liaison: Andre B. accepted this 
position and will attend the next Area meeting. 
 

Grapevine: Robbin S. (937) 609-0659 
robbininski@yahoo.com Not present, no report. 
 

Old Business: None.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
New Business: Central Office is looking for 
ways to increase Intergroup numbers.  
Ann P. will resend a revised flyer on Intergroup 
Committees to Central Office. Tom D. said he 
is considering mailing a copy of this flyer to 
groups that send in contributions.  
• There will be two openings on the committee 
at the end of this year so interested people 
should contact Central Office for information. 
 

The meeting closed with the Responsibility 
Statement and adjourned.   
 
Next Meeting 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 14 on 
Zoom. ID: 895 7607 5323  PW: 946369 

SEPTEMBER 9 DAYTON AREA INTERGROUP MEETING MINUTES 
 

 

Dayton Area AA Intergroup 

Fall Breakfast 
Sunday, Nov. 7, 2021 

Fellowship: 8 a.m. • Breakfast Buffet: 9 a.m. • 
Lead: 10 a.m. 

 

Speaker: Cyndi M. of Louisville, KY. 
 

Where: Ponitz Center, Building 12 
4th and Perry Streets 

 

Parking: In Ponitz Center garage or on street 
 

Tickets: from Central Office 
120 W. 2nd St. 

Liberty Tower, Suite 211 
Dayton, OH 45402 

(937) 222-2211 
$25 each, or $200 for a table for 8 

 

All ticket sales handled through Central Office. Tickets 
reserved in advance must be paid for or returned by 
Oct. 22, 2021. Remaining tickets will be sold first-
come, first-served at Central Office. 
 

No Credit Card sales for Breakfast Tickets. 
 

Make checks out to Dayton Area Intergroup. 
NO TICKETS SOLD AT THE DOOR 

DEADLINE FOR TICKET SALES OCT. 29 
Check with Central Office to see if this event is 

still on and not affected by COVID. 
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  Central Office August Report 

 

Income 
Group Contributions ................................. $,2926.50 
Contributions – Other .................................. $100.00 
Total Contributions ................................... $3,026.50 
Investments – Short-term CD Interest .......... $14.71 
Literature Sales ........................................ $5,580.37 
Miscellaneous Revenue ................................ $18.59 
Total Income ............................................ $8,640.17 
Cost of Goods Sold-Literature ................. $3,404.84 
Shipping & Handling ..................................... $78.01 
Total Cost of Goods Sold ......................... $3,482.85 
Gross Profit .............................................. $5,157.32 
Expense 
Banking Expenses 
PayPal Fee ..................................................... $9.27 
Bank Charges ............................................... $55.86 
Total Banking Expenses ............................... $65.13 
Contract Services 
Accounting Fees ......................................... $224.00 
Total Contract Services .............................. $224.00 
Facilities and Equipment 
Parking ........................................................ $255.00 
Rent ............................................................ $385.00 
Total Facilities and Equipment .................... $640.00 
Operations 
Books, Subscriptions, Reference .................. $10.74 
Printing and Copying ............................... $7,892.40 
Telephone, Telecommunications ................ $198.22 
Postage, Mailing Service .............................. $65.00 
Total Operations ...................................... $8,101.36 
Other Types of Expenses 
Advertising .................................................... $50.46 
Other Costs ................................................. $100.00 
Payroll Expenses 
Wages ...................................................... $2,828.50 
Total Payroll Expenses ............................ $2,828.50 
Total Expense ...................................... $12,009.45 
Net Income .......................................... – $6,852.13 

  Operating Checking ............................... $34,174.18 
  Commercial Money Market .................... $13,540.47 
  Printing Reserve ...................................... $3,643.89 
  Business Money Market ......................... $60,053.73 
  Sick Leave ............................................... $2,902.24 

Phone Calls ...................................................... 275 
Website Visitors ............................................. 3,895 
Website Visits .............................................. 13,439 
 

 

 

* NOTE: If your group does not support Central 
Office, Area 56 and GSO, ask why. 

 

Dayton Area Central Office 
120 W. 2nd St., Suite 211 

Dayton, OH 45402 
 (937) 222-2211 

http://aadaytononline.org 
centraloffice@aadaytononline.org 

Credit cards accepted 
Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

 
 
 

 

INTERGROUP AND CENTRAL OFFICE NEWS 

 Contributions in August  
 

  Group 
Cedarville Village Group .......................... $134.70 
CR-Time for Joy ........................................ $59.25 
Franklin St. Thursday .............................. $113.75 
Get Busy Living ....................................... $120.00 
Hart Street ............................................... $230.46 
Hot Stove Group ........................................ $67.00 
Introduction To The Steps ......................... $60.00 
Lincoln Park ............................................... $99.54 
Maple Grove Group ................................. $100.00 
Midday Sobriety Group Springboro ......... $204.00 
Never On The Weekend ............................ $84.00 
Recovery Rogues .................................... $140.00 
SS-Beyond Group Wed AM ....................... $60.00 
SS-Serenity Sunday Morning .................. $313.00 
The Defiant Ones .................................... $155.00 
Troy Green and Growing ......................... $240.00 
Waynesville Sauerkraut Saturday Night .. $120.00 
Welcome Back Step ................................ $160.80 
WS-Trinity West ......................................... $60.00 
Individual 
Barb D ..................................................... $230.00 
Brigette S ................................................... $15.00 
Carl L ....................................................... $100.00 
Robert Mc .................................................. $60.00 
Memorial 
Paul D for Bruce Lowry ............................ $100.00 
TOTAL .................................................. $3,026.50 
 
 
 
 Central Office News 

 
• Central Office will provide three copies of the 
new AA book A Visual History of Alcoholics 
Anonymous to raffle at the Nov. 7 Fall Breakfast. 
• Tickets sales for the breakfast are going well. 
• In keeping with the City of Dayton indoor mask 
mandate, masks are required for staff and 
customers at Central Office. 
• We have new meeting format binders for sale 
for meetings starting up or established meetings 
in need of fresh copies. The binders include the 
readings and service sign-up sheets. 
   The next Intergroup meeting is at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 14, online only via Zoom.  
ID: 895 7607 5323   PW: 946369 
  For more information, refer to the Intergroup 
Meeting Minutes on Page 4. 
 
 

A Declaration of Unity 
This we owe to AA’s future: 
To place our common welfare first; 
to keep our fellowship united. 
For on AA unity depend our lives, 
and the lives of those to come.  
 

Statement of purpose  
   A Declaration of Unity is the monthly 
newsletter of the Dayton Area AA 
Intergroup. Opinions contained in 
articles are strictly those of the 
authors. Announcements are 
informational only. Publication of 
opinions, articles and announcements 
does not represent expressed or 
implied endorsement or approval by 
Alcoholics Anonymous at any level. 
Material identified as from AA 
Conference-approved literature or the 
Grapevine is reprinted with 
permission. The editors try to validate 
all contributions and cite sources 
when known. 
 

Subscriptions 
   If you have questions or concerns 
regarding your subscription, George 
N. can be reached at (937) 307-1866 
or daytonunity@gmail.com. A 
subscription form can be downloaded 
under the Unity tab at 
aadaytononline.org Money orders 
NOT accepted as payment. 
 

Article submissions 
   Deadline for submission of articles, 
announcements, etc. is the 15th of the 
month prior to publication. Articles 
cannot be returned. We reserve the 
right to edit submissions for clarity, 
length, and content in keeping with AA 
principles and Traditions. 
 

Please mail material to:  
Unity, 120 W. 2nd St., Suite 211  
Dayton, OH 45402  
 

E-mail guidelines: 
   E-mail articles and announcements 
to: daytonunity@gmail.com or use the 
link at aadaytononline.org 
   Please send attachments using 
plain text or Word. Items will be edited 
to fit the newsletter format and might 
not appear as you sent them. 
Questions? Call Ann P. at (937) 416-
2870. 
 
 
 
 

Unity plans to have a display at the 
Intergroup Breakfast. Stop by to pick 
up some back issues and subscribe 
for yourself, your group or as gifts. 
 


